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12. Socio - Economic Status of Muslim Women — A
Study in Hajo Revenue Circle of Kamrup District of
Assam

Ashit Kumar Paul

Introduction

Accoriling to the Dictionary.com the word woman is a noun referring io adult-Taman
heings who are biolo gically fumale, that iz, capable of bearmg ollspring. But in this study (he
author means only maried female Tiuman beings & women. Women constitute hall of the tetal
population of the waorlil. They comprise not only the valuable human resource of the country but
iheir socio-economic development sels the place for sustainable growih of the econenty of the
. particular country oF regon. They cantéibute more or less, directly or indirectly i eVery
developmental activities of the sociery, Though they have heen contributed in almost all the
dm-einpmenlm aclivities of the sociely, still they are discriminated against male in almost all
spheres of life. In Indin, amang the wamen of different social groups, the Muslim women are
ane of the weakest social group. They are-cvel unconscious about the general concepts for their
developments. |n cose of Assam, the socio-economic condition of Muslim women s not
Jifferent lrom that of fnibian Muslim women. However in the last fow decades, there has been
considerable progress in gender cquality and women are gradlually empowered, Tn ilns paper, the
auther tries 1o visualize the spclo-econenic status af Muslim women in tenns of the sex ratio,
marital status, level ol education. social Aght, employment and carning in Hejo revenus circle of
Kmi}mp district, Assam.
Literature Review

in the Vedic period women Were reparded and honeured as mother godiess Shaki bul
since Epic age they are discriminated against male in cvery Spare of life { Wamen empowerment
in Indip, ndd o the Vedic period, they were the co-parmer with men in all pleasures and
hazards enjoying joy and iolerating sorrow together in their life. In addition they were properhy
educated in the carly Vedic period (Das & Das, 2015). These references are available from the
works of Grammarians such as Katyayana and Patanjali. Women also had the [reedom to sclect

their husbands. This system Wwas known as Swapanar. I facl during that time, women hiaal
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superior pasition than the men. But during the Epic age. the status and dignity of women i the
family as well as in (he society gradually become degraded. The status of women in Indiz
deteriorated during the medieval period with the entrapee of the Mughal {Women empowermenl
in Tndlia, nd.). Several evil practices such as female infanticide, a0 and child marnage were
practiced during that period. Purdalh was introduced to the society. Polyzmamy was alsgr common
during that pericd. Women alse excelled in literature, music and arts (Women empowerment i
India, nud.). AL that time women were not considered as ardbangind (co-partner) but us patifrata
(follower of hushand) and man become master of wile, not the life parner. During the Brilish
petiod, the position of women was improved a liltle, They tried to eliminating inequalities
between meni and women in educstion, employment, social right, and so forth. They also fought
for the privileges of women condemning polygamy, child-marmiage, enforced widowhood ete.
Afer independence, the constitution of India introduced various important privileges for the
women and provides equal status o women with men and increases their empowerment, But till
woday there have been infinite variations of the status and condition of women  differmg
according to cultural miliew, family background, easte, class, society, education, employinent,
religion, property right ete, (Das & Das, 2003). Though the socio-ecanomic stalas of present day
women 15 considered better off than earlier but still women are the most deprived and
marginalized section of the socicty. In India, among the different social groups, the Muslim
women are (he weakest social group {Kazi, n.d.), Alter six decades of independence, majority of
Muslim women are the most disadvantaged, least literate, economically impoverished and
politically marginalized sections of Indian society, Islamic scholars argue that [slam treats both men
and women as eguals which is also mentioned in the Quran. Despite the claim that Curan besiows
equal status and rights an both men and women, the reality is different, In Muslim society the
women have lower status than their men and they do not enjoy equal dghts both in the family
and outside (Mohammad, 20123 Women, ol par with men, enjoy all rights nder [slunic ., Bur
practivally this is not true, it is seen that the Isln denies women of their atural fghts (R, ned. )

The status of women :in.nc:nrth—-.:uslr:rn repion of lndia is slightly different in comparizon to
those living in the rest of the country. The entive region is tree from some of the social evils like
dowry, sari pratha, purdal ete. (Deka, 2006). In Assam, the statos of women 15 high in
comparison to the women of some other states of [ndia. During Mughal period Mulagabharu and
Ahom period Joymeotl Kumwan s the unigue example of ideal womanhood of Assam
Hatibarush, n.d). But in certain aspects like education, employment, social security etc. the

position of women is disadvantageous than that in other state of India. The social position of
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suslim women in Assam s ot only measurable but they are even unconscious shout the
peneral concepts for their developments (kax, n.d.).
Ohjectives
The main objective of this paper is 0 ascertain the socio-economic status of the Muslim
women. With this prime objective the paper tries-
e Toassess the level of education, sex ratio, age at marriage ete, of the Muslim women.
«  Toestimate the labour force and work foree participation rate of Muslim womet.
e Toinvestigate ahout the employment and inceme of the Muslim women.

Study Area

For the purpl‘.ls;z af the present study, Hajo revenue circle of Kamrup district, Assam has
heen seleted, Two villages namely Tapaban and No. 2 Velkhar villages, has been select by
purpasive sampling methad for collection of primary data.

Research Methodology

A combination of deseriptive, qualitative and analytical research method is used in the
present study.  Both primary and secondary data is collected for the study. Primary data s
collected from the samiple villages with the help of random sampling method. 100 sample
women from different age group were collected randomly from the sample villages with the help
of questivnnaire methed. After tabular presentation of data, simple statistical tools are used to
analysis them.

Analysis and Interpretation of the Data

There are diferent measures relevant to the socio-economic staius of women. According
1o the United Mation recommendation for pepulation ancd housing census (LN 1984), sex ratio,
warital status, level of education attainment, level of employment and income e, are some af
the. derived measured relevant to the situation of women, In this paper the author tries to find out
e situation of women with the help of these indicators.

The study was conducted on savio-economic status of Muslim women in Hajo revenue
circle areas of Kamrup district in Assam, One hundred Muslim women were purposel v selectd
from two villages of Hajo revenve circle. The snformation was gathercd with the help of
questionnaire cum  interview technigue, Intenview  questionnaire contained comprehensive
questions relate to present study. The data were presented in tabular form and the fallowing
information related to the present study is gathered.

Sex rolio s o very important indicator that reflects the status of women in [he society. 1t

reflects whether she enjoys those rights 1o survival, protection and development. In the present
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stucly it is found that the sex ratio of the studly area is 934 which is less than the sex rztio of slate
(938) and district (946} as per 2011 population Census,

In the field of women literacy rale, the study area is nol in 2 better position than Assam
and even from Kamrup district. According to the population Census 2001, the female literacy
ate in Assam is 66.27 per cenl, in kamrup district it is 60,22 per cent but the literacy rate of the
study area is found only 43 per cent. It is ulso important to nete that not only the literacy role is
low but the number of higher educated women is also very low.

Female work participation is another important indicator of women status in the sacicty.
The more number of women in_paid jobs the better is their status in the society. In the present
study it is found that the fomale work participation is very low in the paid jobs, Gnlv 3 per cent
women are engaged in government job. Very few of them are also engaged in private jobs. 11 is
atso found that only poor dliterate women are engaged in agricultural and other private paid jobs,

- Regarding income of the female in the study area it is found that most of the female are
dependent on the income of their husband. Very lew of them earn a little money by rearing cow,
zoat, hen and other domestic animal, Some of the paor women carn their livelibood by doing
agricultural activity to other people’s field.

From the stwdy it is also tried to pather information regarding child marriage. dowry
system, role of women in decision making ot their family etc. It is found from the stdy that
thaugh most of 1he respondent pot early marriage but they are now against the system of varly
marriage. [n the same way nobody are rendy to pay dowry and ready w0 finish the dowry svstem
lrom the society, Regarding decision making in the family it is Tound that the women are il
dependable to their husband. They are also far wway from the participation of the political
activity.

Problems Effecting to lmprove Socio-cconomic Status of Women

From the study it is found there are different problems which are eifecting o improve the
socio ccononie statws of women, The problems have been categorized as:

a} - Socio Fersonal Problems: The socio personal problems reloted to the Gunily are child
rearing, male dominance and limited freedom, indifferent attitude ol the society, no
support from hushand, lack of self confidence, lack of risk bearing capacity, fear of

social security ete, For these problems the development of women hecomes slagnant,

by Financial Problem: Lack of financial support is another prime factor responsible for

backward socio-economic status of women in the study area, Lack of employinent

apportunitics for the female creates finance less to them. Without finance they cannol
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siart up any business and always become dependable 1o their husband [or poy kind af
qctivities. As such their sori-coonomic status remains unchanged.

¢y Inadequate Education: The female literacy rale of the study area is low cOMpEre L0
Assam and the number of female having higher cducation is also very low. Higher
education is very essential far getting job and slentifying their persanal skill. Highly
cducated woman is very starce in the study area for which they are deprived from
aptting jobs and social status in the sociely. :

gy Problem of Skill and Training: Proper skill development and entrepreneurship
trafning is very mult cssential 1o enhanse kil of the women in the society, Women of
the study area become unemploved due to lack of praper training and gkill development
Fcilitics, With inadequaste <kill and knowledge they leg behind in participation af
activities outside the househaold chores,

Suggestions :

Education is very essential for mproving social status of women in modern lime. Froper
education will affuct their awareness af certain factors attecting iheir lives such as employment
opporiunities. [amily planning, right Lo information ack. domestic violence laws ele. S0,
necessary steps should be joken by the government 10 arovide quality education o them.
Guvernment should provide emploviment ppportunifies among {he women lo become sell
dependent. 1t is also sugpestel that if possible special recervation for job of the women should be
providel which will inerease female employment  rake. proper  skill development  and
entrepreneurship training Facility lor women chould be provided Lo enhance akill of the women in
the sociery. Such types af training progrummes will help them to inerease self confidence,
cithance risk bearng vapacity and remove fear of social spcurity. Necessary linancial support
should he provided to the women with the help of which they caniol siart up any business anid
hecome self depundent. Attinude of the male dominatel society should be changed and the
hushands should provide necessdry aypprorts and equal rights to their wives. Special comp and
AWATEILCSS Programmes chould he organized among the minerty dominated areas Lo slop child
mparTiage, downy sysiem and other sucial evils.

Conclusion

women constitute halt of the lotal population ol 20y place but 1l today they are deprived
of enjoying equal rights and social status, The status of women in the study area is ot excepiion
af that. The literacy rate of the women is less compared 1o men the percentage of women

emplavment rate is also very low, There i po ecconamic independence amil social securily Gnong
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wamen, They are not trained properly for any kind of skill and entrepreneusship. Therefore all
kind of support will he needed from the government, social prganizations, financial organizations:
and from the society 10 solve these problems snd encoursging the women in participation to the.
srawlh of the econemy. In the end it s pertinent o be mentioned that no sphere the society Cﬂli-_
progress without the active parlicipation of women, 1t is also hope thal ench and every woman

should also come ahead and take part in the formation of the society.
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INTRODUCTICN

Aural orepns play o deaditionnlly  imporans tole for the
Sulgarim ecpnomy @l oantanimg social oseabilisy. The
development of most of them iz entirely dependent on naturnl
resourees i the aren so that the cconomy of the noel areas 15
specialized inou limited pumber of industries - agriculivre,
reestock, forestre, Dsheries, mming, mweal woensm The
wmlbiee of population in these regions ranged from 200 1o 30
0 inkabitants, There are migor dilferences betweesn regions,
Ewvary rural arca i Bulgasia covers a varicty of naricultuenl
lands, forests, farms, smoll indesinial ond regional cenires,
Theese areas lave laree nanmal, eualiveal and hiswesic reeources
hat ore the bosis for sconomic development. Compared with
urban resicdents, people morunl areas bave Tewer choices i
social and ecconomic terms. They are facing many problems
such as low ineome, gnemployment, low cualiny of el
services like edueation and healtheare, Another charncleristic
ol thess regions is Ltheir remotensss Trom migor uchan centnz,
mmplying thee need forwell -developed transporn infrasirocturs
i1 support eeonomie development,

Thesretical basis of rural develepment The norrow sense of
e serm Cdevelopment™ 05 ointerpreded as incnemsing the
memie per eagiti. In the beoader definiticn of the teem s
included the social and economicnl chorasteristics sech as life
capeeimey,  lteney e, iocmune  diswibution. Regical
development can be seen in two aspects: coonomic and social.
I s paper, mone dtenton will be given wothe economic
development of naral regians.

Economic development con by defined as thoss acivites th
lead o more preductive ose of resources and provide more
apporunities for praducers and consumers. Development is o
change thigt s prinsacily omested wwands o particular purpose,
The increase fn human weltare is the end product of economie
developmant,

Tl socuery wath s resomrees - wanual, Toanceal, bunsao and
monagemient is e object of ol development, The society is
subject w the relaticus of regional development, as sual areas
are administritive-territorinl  opits with sheir owm
chareetenistics,. The theory of regional development gaves
faltowing defimiticn of rural development: o chonge whizh not
anly e ludes cettin voonmmie mdisiors bt alze womenese
the welfire of the rural popolation so as o solve their bosie
proflems and explodt opporiunitics for economic prowih,
Resudents of the wegion imell are both ivolved e ns
development  ond  incur conseguences.  The  developmeni
arvalves full use of all pesownces available o a regroan, Diespae
the freguent use of the term rurl arep, there are not many
clefimitrong of i Mosc of them congider 1his concept iy teems
of itz agriculwral specialization and therefore harmonize
contenl with the notica of agriculmral region. An agicuiogal
area i= 0 teriterin] unit differentiated wnder the effects of
cortinn agri=envirenmental, gpeographic and cconomie faetors
thar largely  deteemine the specinlization and  production
relations of the ansy The apricofiurad area s delned s oan
mufisisy-speeific . cconomic aren owithh agriculoeral
specialization and 15 an integrl, complex subject of genernld
cemimic regons af the country. Agricoliugal areas e subject
o ezonomis repionalization unbike rerml anens

— st o gdmiistrative-teoitorial division, Therefore, the
concepts af rural wnd agriculivrad areas ore not wlentical, One
ol b disnngushong Festures of sl aren compared o
asriculture drez s its subjective origin |, especinlly in
begslation, The boundasies of the rusal aveas are nor fxed and
depend  an cconomic processes an dhe  territory. Socinl
indicotors and produstion capacity of the rend ewonomy s
Laweer than b manonal average mics. The agreuloosl @en n
wn s formed on the bosis of ceriun geopraphic and
vopnganie fecpors thal laigely  detenine 05 busisess
specialization and is not estabhished by lzgizlation

c - ——
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Fhe defimiion of the term ‘rucal aren’ iz Based o social and
ceanoenie differences amed the critesia for it o ocach EU
Member Slate is ditferent. Each country hos developed 15 own
definition af dee concept ‘riril arez’, [n western Tiemiurs, rural
area 05 regarded a5 oa distinet feritocial communiy wath
willages and semall towng to 30 thousand inhabitns, DECD
and EUBDETAT define the mural ares o eritenia populition
densily per sy km. According fo the QECD cenain arca is
enk with a population density less than [30 inhobitonis per
sguare km, while EUROSTAT adopied depsizy belowe 100
inhabitiag per sguare Xmeoas @ oeriterion. The munigipalities
iee the bazic administrative-territorial wnits so we can consodes
e termteey of mumicipalings with centres villages or small
lovens s rural areas, [nothe sroup of meral areas ae cligsifed
alimeat all Bulgarian mumicipaliies, except those in big citics
and district cemters. Accosding to the Taw e Resional
Creveloprment of 1995 mural areas ore defined as "municigality
on whose tewitory theee isnt o ety of over 3 thousond
restdents and population density below 150 mhabinans per
square ko' Other authors define roral oreas as "compoct port
of the national fervitory, including villages and small powns
witl o eeoramic seclor pgriculiure and complenicntary
nchivities —forestry nnd fisling, crafs and el toamsm

Bural avcas bave the Rollowing characieristics:
s Arens on g small seale and poody developed

»  These aneas wre remote from migor cites. The problen
with (he distances will be resolved with improved
Iransporl mnirastriciurs.

Pural economy s largely depemdent on aeailable nataral
resources. In these areas are developed peinseily agrculiore,
miisiieg, forestry amd other actvities that constituie the main
source of mcoms lor people living these. Oleer femiires
classifying ezl areas are: geographical position. natural
chivironment, the nmomber of population,  the  level of
unfrastructure developmeant,

The number of population i these cegrons rnged from 200 5o
A0 00 mhabitanis, and in some wvillages Live ooly o fiw
clderdy  people. Aceordog 1w their economic ond  sacial
charasteristics, rural arcas are divided e developed and
underdeveloped . The second category includes mountainous,
hillv amd border arens. For classification of rurl sreas pre
selectad i nmbicaors that lorm the complex criteria for
determining the type of mural arca;

Alsence of large city with over 30 thouzand inhabitangs. The
share of employees b agncolvire and  foresiey of  all
emplovers is mone than 20 percent above the national average
For last year,

This complex eriteria owtlines o types of el snes -
developed  reral aress and wnderdeveloped rural arcas. As
underdeveloped mural arcas are classified those municapalines
that mest the ezt thres and al least one of the othe
reguirements of camplex criteria. In Bulganza, arood 34 el

———

arcas ane determened by s criteriz 2z the backward nugal achiey
areas. The popilation af poos meal areas amognied 1o abogl 1 reas
ol ur VL2 percent of all populstion of the county znd stppor
the bial amount of their wereiory is 27,000 square kilometers, e
ltemuleness [rom wrban centers is another criterion, which A e
divides the cegions, These close o Trps ciiies have greater withou
opportunitics  for development than the distast of (hem 1foits
Charzsteristies of mral orens appeors 10 be considersd fos
specilic areas., Key in
Mutionnl plen for roral development Developmes qf Rural z
nzriculuare and vural acens ne Bulgama s assocmted with the Nadicic
peel For pcewrate and coordinated  indervention by the stginl o
movernment. For the peeiod 2007-2017 i4 esablished Mations BREDE!
Pan for Agreolture and Rural Development.  Objectives arzas_ T
priceitics and neasures of s plan are coardinated with e 1urnber
fational Plan for sconomie developinent for 200720135, arban g
The nationsl plan Tor development of rural oreas is based oo “ndition
three main princigles: 3 The sepg
o £ - '.':il:"f-E-l:
| IJm'l:II:-prr:j.:nt_ of competitive agm:lullu:e aml  forssse -mplayir
cosigled with iomovition-hased food industry. Sehdteda
2. Preservation of natmeal rezources  and  enwvironm =velopn
protecton o rirl areas, wdded] v
E Fr-::-_ruu::[u-:: cinglovient  opportunities  and i|1.1'_ _—.ET;
sostid infrostructure and guality of life in reral areas S oneinic
The plan is harmonized with the Notionn] Strategic Ref tr o B ERN
Fromework for 2007-20013, whose tak 5w achizve mzizators
eeomgmic growlh through knowledge-bosed cconongy = LIEEE IO
1.1.'i1_['| I_Ju: principles of swstainable development. The T
odjectives of the plan ore pimed at improving copss ot soctsl
sacial conditions Gy meal arcas through o compets
ket ellicieney and  raising living  standards = Thele
papulinzion, . i
The first objective is the development of 0 oo
agriculivee aind foresiry, Improving sconomic cond N
rurnl areas is directly linked o agreculiire becpess v LTemp
precoaminint industre in these arens. Investments is & e Ponulia
priority in Bulgaria, 1 be Bulgarian agriculiere deahih
Europe and meet oll B reguiremenis. e
The sceond goal aums W conserve priural res .
virveronment, Implementation of this objective is Us e T
Mational agri-civisomnental  progron and e 4
velogical neswork Maturn 2000, = el
The meain zenvites i this progrom are E —:.;-::-:
preservation of agriculweal fands witl high = e — d_‘;
eonservation of bodiversily, mainaining Se e
features of the landscape and the developmess ___;

larmmimge,

The dhird  geal 5 somed 8 promotiss
opportanilic: and improve living siaedards = ==
These arcas lave sipnilcnt resoorces, B T
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achicve developmens. Cumrenily, the service sector in rusal
sreas 05 oot sufTicient ]y developed, REceEdatating the necd 1o
szl the seslor i order prevent the depopelaon of
Lhem,

wehrevenient of e objectives of the plat is not possible
without the participation of people from the regions and 1he
eiforts of local autharities.

Ky indicators for rurnl develapment

Rural arcas can be classified according w differenn criterin,
Indicators af demographiz, adiminisirative, infrastrmciural anil
il developaent of the ragion can be divided into pvo
roups general and criteria reflecting (he problams i rural
areas. The penceal criteria include peographical location, size,
mantber of inhabitanes, populitnon density, remoleness from
urban  venters and  Dndicntars characterzing  the  naturs|
conufitions of the aren

Me sceond group of crieria incluges indicators which repoas
socio-gcomomic problems  of e region:  unemplovmenr,
smplovment, age stuctare, migration, types of migration.
depopulation,  level  of  infrasirrene development,
cevelopment of agriculters) and non-agneniiural seclars, pross
added  value  per cppie, Uveldpe  wage,  envimonmental
aroteelion. The most commant mdicators in this Eroup ean he
simimarieed  as erolnig, saoml aid SOCI0=2Cano e,
Economic indicalors reflects the level g dynarmics of
sroduction and marketing o the aumber of infiabitants. Saeial
mdeeators shows the level of living standard, pavery and
azecis I social services,

wcio-ceonomic ndicators are used meEsire the coonamic
and social development of the area, They anclude:

* The level of income s 0 mepsure of the living standarnds,

» Stability of the municipal budget and it atvility o respond
e economic and-socinl needs of the e,

* Unemployment and Emplovisent raies

* Population el the wiral areas - changes in the number of
mbakitas aid the pooral and mecharion) popelation
alafl,

* Indicotors reporting developmient of transpait and socal
imirasiruciune,

The indicators have w measure he developiment and main
<haracteristics of the nual areas. There are many ificitor
Sial Forms the: different groups of rural sreas, W need 1w fook
o criter which cover a groupeal mdicatars, representing e
sin featines of the condition of rual aregs, Such tmdicators
e the sowice al jacome, canploymen) and  demograghse
sxbifiy. Ench region con be swssigned oo group of rueal, {1 the
salue of the dndizatons are lower than average, Each aren
cestgmated Tt ruisl can be elassified in o 1o the group of
eveloped and wnizrdevel oped rral areas

The information lor classilication of the repions hive to be
correct 2ivd relinhle,

Currently, information has several disadvantages, soch as
slowed information processiiyg, lack of daia on private seciar
and some muicipalitics,

Source of income is the first indicator for the classiffcalion of
rural areas. The nawre  god purpase  of the  presenied
develapment projecs by the Jocal sathorities are determined
iy the lending sector in the ural ceoibomy, Acconding o he
source af meome is determined whether tee investigated prea
5 el and what type of rumal aren (o develdped  or
underdeveloped wiral arca. Source of income for the naeaf
population may be 2 agriculture 2 uny wiher sector for
which there are conditions for developmicin - T, borisin,
Forestre, ar olher ton-agricultural businesses. A rural @nes iy
be defined as o developing coriryside i€ there [z well-
developed agriculiore adeguate to e natsl resouees of the
region, I osuch xreas the land is highly productive, markers are
relatively close and transpoent costs are low. In additron, they
have  developed manuficiuring  industry  and good
infrisuuetune, Ustderdeveloped rura! areas are those witleo
adeguate conditions for inteisive dovelopment of amaey e,
This type of runel areas are Jess aliractive o live and lave
corstantly  shrinking mopulitions, their  infrasteengre
vndesdeveloped. These are inountainous, hilly and border
ares,

Accarding o the indicator Source of income there are fwn
types of areas - raral aecas with the main souroe uf incoime
from: farmivg and nousl areas with income mainly from non-
apriculiacal potivines,

The second ndicator of development s employment mes.
This criteria is wsed in development projects for  nural
develapment by the EL. The increase in cmployment creates
conditions for madntainieg and imcreasing population in these
dreas, therefore the chonge o employment is given a5 g
ritenia for vamal development. Inerensing employment and
pupalation leads nar only m revitalizing the area, but also o
economic giowih, Employment s an indicator for e
ehissification and evaluation of rigsl areqs i preferahle and
oftels wsed becavse of ense of measuremeitl and  gicatgr
conlidenee m relation o information for rural areas, This
indicater has drwbacks such as individual residents in the
ruritl arca can work af more than ane firom, many workers of
the family are considersd ingctive, bt actually wark i heir
e fiems; in the emplayment me are nor included incame of
profits and cent af Tamd,

etz indicator is demngrghic sustalimbilite. Magration o
aiad fron surl zreas and popelation e slreiure vive an jdea
of the conditions of working ait fiving m this area, [T (e
pepnlation ol the aren is constant, it is developed and wice
versi. This pammeter indicales whetler emplovment has
reached a constant level fis which there is no iz to leave the
rural community area.
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Problems in development of raral areas
Ton rursl areas are pathned seversl pepical pooblams,

Lovw ingome and cmplayment are amang the main problems
herent mothe miral s They emerge e several aspesis:
problemis with the lnbowe force, fow Taboe productiviey, lower
prices of ngriculiural prodwcts,

Typical featore of the rural arcas s the sueplus ol ktbor force
dug o fewer jobs that are opened. Most new jobe are for
visakilled workers, ao the wages and namire of the work e
pieabiractive, Workers with higher qualification migrates o the
citics, fo owral areas seosaees peoples mosty m netiverment age
These proflems can be solved by crenting more emplovouent
opportunies wnd exira income for the people of these regions,
Prablems of the labodoree are the moest serowns and difficalt o
sopbve becmese they aflects people with their skills, inisiosves
and opporiunitics. Besides unemsployment, another proflem s
ihe: depopulation of the noral areas and strong nging. 1n rueal
arcas there 15 alse low labor productvay, which may be
increazed By infroducing mere modem echnology, uporading
skalls of workers, providing bener working conditions,

Ome of the reazons for lower income of the peaple Dy rcal
arvag are the low prices of agricelurzl products. Thanks o
mrket forces demand for basic goods giows wp mionz shwly
tham thad of luxury goods and services. Sometimes purchase
prices ane maintzioed mrentiowally low, when thery 2 only one
uver {or group of purchasers) in nariculorzl production. To
sobve thas problem at Lleast portially, many Grmers ore irving 1o
incrense their incomie by processing ithe row neateeial and
prseluction ol fuishes] products, e closing the produstion
cycle. Imoneany  remions 15 ool developed  conpesaton of
farmers

Second group of probloms ane associated swith poor working
amd fiving conditions in the rural greas due 1o anderdeveloped
unfrasirnetune and piebhe seevices, Inothe ste of mlmsireciorg
- raads,  water  supplv o oand  sewernse,  electrical  oand
commnisiions weiworks, 15 mone shon poor, This sitoation,
iepcther with the low gualing of healih and edecation, s the
maim reeson (o migration and depopulation of roral areas,
Solving these problems is possihle braupgh elose coopen:ion
with local govemnment authorities which make efficient the
e al opporunicics grovided by EU for regional development.

Ancther problem s economic imsecurity penerpted by the
icalization of agricelwral production. The markel economy
mezhanisms increnses the mole of sepply oand demand as
Factars i diciates the pnces ol agricelueal produstion. The
adverse natwral conditions are also a fetor for inconsisicney
in prople’s incomes,

State of the eoviccament father seduces the quabimy of ke m
ruril arens, Much of the agriculiveal lond in Bulgaria are
polluted with pesticides o by nedwstrial plants, making 0
eiflicnlt oo prodeee gealuy and healiby produsts, owever,
Bulezia also have mayy beauful places wile presareed

satbial  environment, @ prerequsity for 8 b O
cealogical and miral tourizm. = ==
: r T e
Frsgible wiys of selving the problems of rursd 3
] - o
There are different muethods and approsches = @ —— =
problems of mcal areas. oy
A fundemental  principle of the EU = = e —
approaches that will achicve and eosure long-te— e —. £
development of ol communilies  withous <
. . r T E
depend on extemal intervention of the sate. S
e  niins
There ane three dilferent approoches for 28 T 3
problens B rurn! aieas.
< . : 4 = ——xa
Ad ficst the sinte 15 supposed 10 be ineficient s
d T T
problems, The market forces hove 10 sobve i mndica
. . . - —te
withour  governmienial  interezintion.  The
approsch of government intervention which b s ==
et o

prebloms becaose 1 55 consilered thet this =
powers of local authoritizs ond the problems soss
solved through nacker farees,

supporers of the third approach consider dest 2oy = :_;'
e direeted wotbe oy, which s the cenier of the sees N

and its development will love ais impact on e a2 s == e
areie, Most suitable approach would be that combe = s
state itervention and promating the potentinl of s Wy
Iz resolve problems in g woy ihat would cresse as i
develapment, e |

There are several measures tat would help sobans
probiems i narl grees,

Omne of them is the adoption of complex prograss :
seemomic disparities amang the mral areas. Thes ==
by natwial circuimsiaiees o wnderdeveloped infass
the dilferent regions mostly mountainous znd hilly ==

Diversificanan of actwveies o ferms wounld be
severnl initintives that would cocourage Farmuers
pew aetivities anoadditton 1o iraditionol agrica
producing  food with specific 1aste, prowing
production of eeologicnl and heolthy foods, o
scnle indestey firms, developinent of 2ervices and

Ancther way is development of integrated local ecoss vzl Plax
thiz case the peeds will be sanshed wilin the locs e SO
as production and processing units remain withis 2 g for

For example, development of reral toodsm ce
ptractive and winning many local manufaciured prss
gonds, which i urn will help their producers. Bems
services,  information  and  development of
technrologies will enoble prople o live and work
the citv. That will also amprove e competis
gxisting businesses,

Another means of solving the problems of sl :
ingrensing professional knowledge and adopting pes
will lewd. 1o naraming and  provide  additional s

—
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reople. In this case it s partroularly important public policy
apport and advices b FRimees,  entreprencors and  Iocal
ithorities.

soebving problems related 10 employment and unemploymen
requires cfforts and resources in the nusicipalities to focus on
cererating emiployoeent im0 oall seclors - agriculiore,
developinent of small ond  medium business, attraciing
mvestors, expanding the public and private sectors. Municipal
goverisments should develop and Gnplesnent mensures Tor
merzising the cconomic activity of population, providing
beter adapuabilisy of businesses amd ihe worklores o
changing conditions.

Adter restitution af the land in ElIZIIE1 years it was divided 10
meny owners, leading o feagmentation znd impossibiliny 1o
apply nwelemn Girming proctices.

f1E negcessary foocasy oul consolidation of exasting parcels
and ensure development of the land market in Bulgariz. 1 bas
beon shown i practice thal larger fzrms kave lvwer cost of
pracductzon wned higher retunes on capital investments. The stace
shomld zonduet policy of suppert for family faimes w be sble 10
reaisl the incrensing market campettion,

It 15 also needed pmtection and wx prefereetizl palicy lending
pneteng interest-fiee and  lowsinterest loans) 10 Gormers,
Loiding o agricalture is hampered by high inflation, higl
interest rates, lower purchose prices of production. For these
reasonis, the financing of projects in aypmealtone s difficolt, b
e mativation foe imvestment 15 very low, Sleaild by increased
Alacrecconomic stabiliy by reducing flation and interest
s This will create real prerequisites for the development of
profilable apriculture and o encournps investments in the
LEELDOT.

dmuther key initintive for sl development is stinulatinyg
smreprencitship. 11 hus 10 bz created condiions helping
meaple 12 siart new bsineiges,

By the years of transition 10 aacket eoonemy o significan
Jart of the Bulgarian rural areas was depopulated, This created
conditions for 3 waste af valuable resources al the countey.
Seveloping & special program for absorption of unceltivaied
and i closely linked 1o achicving the main objectives of the
Sational Plan for Rurl Development. [t s umecceplahle o
lzzve weroppesd fields, Special atestion should be devoted
rrograms for the developrnent of border arens.

COMCLUSIOMN

Rural arens accupy £1% af the territory and 42 pereeat of the
rapulation. Totel 231 municipalitics in Bulgamn have been
classilied for rural arcas. There lrve approxinmicly 3.2 million
peeple. Welfure ol a considerable pert of the Bulparians
depends of developmnent of mirnl areas. The countey has artile
soils and fovornble climatic comditions for prowing differen
crops which on suitable farming practices can producy higher
yields, Much ol the Bulgarian natire is preserved and nllows
the developnuen: of allemative ond ol woorism,  These
tantral resourees are found as option for approprigte measores
b the seate aind ininative by the people living b rural arens 10
achieve the desired social and economic development.
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History of Meo-Assamese Muslims of Assam and their
coniriletion to the state
Axhit Keomae Poed =
Loviinie Mepieho ™

Ahsfrier

Assam is kneown as Pragivorishe in the ancient timey and
Kamenpa by the medicve! times, From the ancient times, Assam has
been o melting-pot of variows cultural communites and races, It is
aften described s the Anthropelogise Pavadise in the wcadenic
chrele. Pl socrety of Assam consists of different social groups
having diverve refimion, cufture, fanguage and waw of life. The Neo-
Assamese Muslims arve the latest compenent of Assamese society,
Meast of this category of peapde came to Assam from different paris
af wedivided Tadia during te second fall of nineteenth centirr and
e first el o vwentieli century. This sty malies an atlenpt bo find
il Hie history of Neo-Assamese Musfios and thelr consributions jor
the econamic developoment of the state Asganm,

KEYWORDS: Assam, Muzshims, Neo-Assamese

Introduction

Assam s known by dilferent names in the Epic - Puranas
and the carly histoncal literature. It 55 mentoned as Pragpyolisha or
the place of Eastern astronomy in the Epics - the Ramavanag und the
Mahabluaia (Baraah, 2014), In most of the Puraras namely Padma
Porena, Bishnn Purama, Varaho Purana, Skendn Puranz, Kaliks
Parana ete. this place is mentionzd as Kamrepe, Markandeya Purana
stated this place as Udayacala: Brahma Purana stated this place as
Udaigir, The fivst epigraphic record which mentioned this place as
Kamripa s in the Allzhabad pillar mseription of Serudm Gupta (40
Century AD(Barua. 20014). I s termed es Asams by the local reibes
in the 13" century. The territory is called as Asham in the Ain-I-
Abbart (Assam, n.d. b In the year 1663 AD, in e trealy hetween Aham
Army and the Mogul general Mir-Tumla, the word Assam was used
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{Baruah, 200%). The Eurapeans first used the name of the country as
Ashan in the later pan ol sixteenth century, which was later on
changed 1o Asam by the British whe eventually adopted the final
spelling as " Assam’ for the name {Baruah, n.d ). The government of
Assam adopted a resolution on December 16, 2006, which resolved
ter change the name of the state from Assam to *Asom’ { Talukdar,
2006; Gogor, 20077,

Assam 1z situated between 89999 1w 970 26 East Longitude
and 24*10" 10 27"38% North Latitude. The state has an area of 78434
si kov (THA40sq kme after "India-Bangladesh sizn poct on horder
demarcation on 6" June/15) whick is 2.39 per eent of the total land
arca of India. Assam s located about 79 3m above the sea level
tAssam Geography, nod b It has a sub-tropical monsoon climate with
an average rrinfall of around 1,500 mm per year. The dayvtime
température in summer, nses to around 35°C and in winter cools 1o
23°C with a might time minimuwm of around 1070 { Assam Climate,
..

From the ancient limes, Assan has been a melting-pot of
virieus cultural eommunities and races. It is often described in e
academic circle as an *Anthropologist's Paradise® (Hasnain, 1983, p.
A1 Assaimese 15 & composite whole of people belonging ro dilTerent
racial elasses who settled mothis region. The society of Assam
consists of different social groups having diverse religion, culture,
fanguage wd wavs of life. According o 2011 population Census
there are 31,169,272 people i Assam where 61.5 per cent Hindu,
A4.2 per cent Muslim, 370 per cent Christian, 008 per cont Sikd,
©.19 per cent Buddhist, 0.09 per cent and 0,13 per cent other religion
[Heople in Assam

A Brief History of Muoslim in Tndia

lelams first came to the Western coast of India with Arab
traders in the pre-lslamic era. Sinee then a farge Muslim seciety zol
developed in Malabar Coast of India (Laskar, 2013). The histerizn
Elltet and Dowson in their book The Mistory of fndie said that the
frst ship bearing Muoshim fravelers were scen on the Indien cogst as
early as 630 AD (Islam, nal). Arab trade with Bengal floerished
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sinnce the 9th century {Bengali Muslim, nod.). Sultan Muehomod of
Gazni invaded India about seventeen imes doring [OO0-1026 A
during these invasions India received o foew Muosline, Mobamimad
Ghart, the king of Slave dvnasty occupied end ruled different paris
al India ¢Uech, Sindh. Multan, Bihar and Bengal} for a long period
PHIT5-1206 ADD and spread 1slam. After Slave Dynasty, Khiliji
Drvmasty mled Indie from 129041320 AD, Tughlok dynasty ruled
India from 1320-1440 AD, Sayyid dynasty ruled from [440-145]
Al Lodhi dynasty ruled India for the period 1431-15206 A and
Mughel dynasty ruled India Gl 1757, During this long period of
Istamic dvnasty, Islam spread all over India (Laskar, 2013).

A Briet History of Muslim in North-East India

The Muslim communities have a long and rich story in
Manipur, diting from the time of Prophet Mubammad. Ahmed
{2011, in his exhaustive historical agcount, traces the amrival of [slam
in the North-East pegicon in 615 CE through the Prophet’s companion
Saad ihn sbi Waygas. an uncle of the Prophet, Muslims of Tripura
are the ancient inhabitent of thal state. The settlement of Muslims in
Asgzam cen be raced back since 8% century CE. [t is found from the
Agsamese Huranji {the History ol Assam) that Kamrupa kingdom
had trade contacts witl Chinese, Turks and Central Asian region cven
efore the advent of Muslims, From these countries, many daevesh,
sadfi, fakivs and pie (all religions persons) are believed 1o have come
tor the region (Assan) as eacly as [ and 127 century (Baruah, 1969,
he earliest Mushim ruler attempted 1o enter Assam Torcibly with
their invasion of 1205 led by Muhammad [bn-Bakhtivar Ehilji from
Bengal as depicied in the North Guwahati inseription of 12T Saka
Era (Kar, 1990). In the first quarter of 14" century, a halk of
population m Assam was converted as Islam and rermed them as
Mahmal community {Rahman, 2013} The Ahom Mughal wars also
helped Muslim setdement in Assam, The Mushm population of
Assam was strengthened especially, duning the British colomal rule
i the 19" century and early 20" century through migration of Muslim
people from East Bengal (Ahmed, 2003)
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Definition of Meo-Assamese Muslim People

According to Dus (20143, the entire Muslim population af
Assam can be classified imo four major categories which are:
Asamiva Musalman (Assamese Muslims), Na Asamiva Musalman
{Meo-Assamese Muslims), the North-Indian  Muslims, and the
Muslims of Cachar or the Barak valley,

The term Ma-Ahamiye Musalman (Neo-Assamese Muslim)
was first used by Ivotiprasad Agarwals, the preat man of Assem. Tle
was impressed by their simplicity and hardworking natere and
termed them as Na-Alkamiva Musalman (Hussain & Flussain, 20000
The Neo-Assamese Muslims are manly migrant Muslims who
armved in Assam at different periods of history, many of those who
were invited to Assam from Bengal by the Ahom rulers, British
administeation and the government of Assam for the development of
the economy of Assam and especially for the cultivation of vast
barren and forest land {Muslims in Assam, nod). Das (2004), viewed
that during the later period of the 19" century and early part of the
20 century & large number of Bengali Muslim peasants had migrated
1o Assam and settled in the Cler (river basing aress in Assan, They
are termied us No Asgmive Musalmean (Neo-Assamese Mushms) and
comparatively new entranis in the emerging Assamese society.
Henee the term *Meo-Assamese Muslims™ in ths paper refers to the
legral Muslim population who migrated to India before 1971,

Histery of Neo-Assamese Muslim in Assam

Tt is difficult to say with certainty when the Neo-Assamese
Muslims hegan o migrate to Assam from Bengal due 1o lack ol fool-
prcal historical evidence, However, it is assumed that this group ul
people canme to the state during [R00-1947 (Rahman, 20123 The
Mann nelers Killed thousends of Assamese people for which Assam
hecame desert, So. to increase populanon ol Assam, the Ahom King
Jyopeswar Singha allowed m-migration from Bengal by allowing no
tax on land. This group of Muslim people 15 assumed as the founder
of Neo-Assamese Muslim people i Assam { Ahmed, 1997), Plost al
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the cultivators of Bengal hid no cultivable land and were leading &
life of difficulty because of the ill-treatment of the Zamindars
tandlerds) of Bengal. So the poor industrinus cultivarors came 1o
Assam willingly Tor their survival from the unbesrable treatment of
the landlord of Bengal and for a better life of their Eimily, and as such
strengthien the Neo-Assamese Muslim {Ahmed, 2014 I

After the treaty of Yandaboo in 1826, Assam passed on Lo
the control of the British India. In order to incroase revenues gnd
tazes, the British government brought Muslim cultivators for riee and

Jute cultivation in Assam, This Bengali Muslims are a part of Neo-

Assamese Muslim people (Gait, 20031, The settlement of Benaali
Bluslim peasamis in Assam hed been intensified since 1905 which
drastically clhanged the wpography of Assam. From the historical zn
geagraphical point of view, Assam Bengal snification 11l 191 ] made
this settlement process more intensificd. Thepe 15 No restriction Lp
seltle inany part of Assam, This process belped o incregse Muslim
setilement in Assam (Ahmed, 2014). The Census report of 191] was
the first document an the extra-ovdingry influx of farmers 1o the
LChary {river basin) of Goalpama from the Bengal disricts of
Wymensingh, Poubng, Bogora and Rangpur. It was during the nex
decades that these Muslims spread to other districts of Lower and
Central Assam. The twtal number of Muslim cultivators wis 2 S8 000
m 19T, The number of Bengali Muslim cultivators in Assum except
Sylhet district had risen from 503670 in 1907 1 T27838R in 193] and
i ES2 0ot was [606UTE (Ker, 1990),

The Ahom kings brought Muslio; people from Fast Bengal
tor il their needs. Sometimes they tried to atrnet Bensali Muslims
by allowing no tax an cultivable land [Ahumed, 19971 The British
guvernment brought poor Muslim aariculiural labourers from East
Bengal for agricufters] production in Assan (Cradt, 2003). High rae
al grawth of population. poor economic condition, lrequent famine,
the great earthquake of Fast Bengal and Assan (in 18970 ete. are alsa
responsible for this huge in-migration of Bengali Muslims 1o Assam
(Shek. 2000, To prow more food Muslim cultivators of East Bengal
(pregent Bangladesh) were invited to Assam by the Aszam
Government and allowed them to settle at the guvernimenl waste lands
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{Shek, 20000, The Aemindars (land lords) of Goalpara oo bl
encouraged hard working Bengali Mushm lahour migrations [fom
East RBengal for agricaliural production {Shek, 20000, Assam has
around 260 Em o antemational border with Bangladesh, Among thes
260 km mternational border, about 30 ki is riverine border which
has no protection. This rivering open border indivectly helps w
increase Muslim people in Assem (Choodhuaey, 2003,

Contributions  of MNeo-Assamese  Muslims  for Agricultural
Development of Assam

During British period agriculture was the main souree of
revenue, Therelore, o earm revenue the British government gase
pricrity 1o inerease agricultural production by imporiing labourers
from the then Bengal {Ahmed, 1997} The hard working Neo-
Assamese Mushm peasants introduced modem methods ot land use
and broke the monotony of rural stagnation. They converted many
deep jungles into smiling field and produced new varieties of crops,
It 1= this community, which produces the stae's vegetables, mustard,
sgsqme and 82 per cent of the total jute of Assam (MMuslims in Assao,
nad. ). The migrated Muslim cultivators came 1o Assam with the
method of intensive and conunercial cultivation. They also creale a
competitive mind amonyg the local cultivators wha also try to produce
same variety of crops in their agricultural feld (Barman, 2003} [t
also poes 1o their credit thal extensive areas of ciae (alluviwm] lands
had been twmed into lush green agricultural scene of Assum. These
eultivators also eased the labour scarcity in the rural economy of
Assam [Bhattacharyyna, 2004}, According o Ahmed (2004}, green
revilution started i Assam becanse of the elTort made by this group
of people during the last part of 20" century. According o Khangai
{20015, since the early decade of 207 century, large number of
Muslims migrated o Assam from East Bengal to [ulfill the demand
af rural wage labour in the pgro-cconomic seclor,

Seventy fve per cent livestock and poliry production of
Assam is i the hand of the Meo-Assumese Muslim people of Assam,
They supply milk. meat, leather, epg, fish ete. o Assam and help to
develop the economic condition of Assam {Karum, 19970 Pisiculture
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i Fish culuvation) in Assum iy a very new step included in agricolture
of Assom. (8 the unique contribution of Meo-Assamese Muslim
peeple of Assem, This group of people stared dipging fisheries
mclividurlly and started commercial cultivation of Gsh (Ahmed,
2014).

Cither Contrihutions

To develop the industrial sector of Assam, the Ahom kings
hired technically expert people such as weaver, lailor, carpenter,
mason ete. from Bengal (Abmed, 2004). During the Ahom role
CI2ZE-1E20), & pood number of Muslim artisans and learned man
were brought by the Ahom kings and appointed  in vanous
departments of the state. These Mushms were specialists in different
crafts like mumting comns, painfing, embroidery, carpentry, sword-
making, gun-casting and manulacture of gun powder {Ahmed, 2043,
It iz imporient W nole that most of the Neo-Assamese Muslim people
form the manual workforce in Assam: rickshew pullers, honse
construction workers, house painters, gardeners, field worleers, road
consiruction workers, vegetable vendors, ete. Women mostly waork
s maids, Sigmibcantly, these migrants worked willing at odd howrs
and in the most arduous activities which local Assamese labour are
unwilling W do {Goswami, n.d.). Assamezc music and folksonps
have abways faseinated the Muoslims. The Zikirs, Jovis, songs of
Haidar Ghazi, Chergdhed and Ghazals are the unigque contribution
of Muslims o Assamese folls lierature (Ahmed, 20037,

Megative effects of in-migration of Muslims inte Assam

In-migration to a particular level is helpful for a place b
atter & point large-scale in-migration has a wide range of short-run as
well @5 long-run negative eflects on the society and economy of that
place. Assam s not exception of that, The imporian: negative effects
are:

i Pressure on land: The immigrants came o Assam as poor
landless peasants. Most of them oceupy fallow government
lands or reserve forests or even agricelmral land belonging
to indigenous people in more remote areps. The wraditional
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cumimon property resourees of the mdigenous commumitios
have been encroached in ihis process,

i Environmental degradation: Rise of population is one of the
main causes of environmentel degradation. Creation of slem
i and around the city and production of huge wastes has a
large scale contribution in environmental destadation is
maimly due to large scale population migeation.

i Effeet on Jabor market: The labour marker is almos)
complelely captured by the migrated people, They provide
service at low wages than the lecal labour, thus the local poor
labowrs are deprived from earing their livelihood from
household work to agricularal feld also,

v Price nise: Due to immigration, the population increases
rapidly but the agricultural products are not ncreasing at that
ratio. As # resull price of agricultural products snd other
commaodities are increasing day by day in Assam.

v.  Social problem: Many poor immigsants ere involved in
unsocial and eriminal activities due to struggle for their
existenve, which directly or indivectly affects society (Gupta,
2 i),

Conelusion

In the conclusion it could be swid that the Nea-Assamess
Muslim people bas been tesiding in Assam since British period ani
bizs been contmbuting in various weys to improve the agro-econamic
condition of the state of Assam, They have been trving to give a new
dimension to Assam’s agriculiure by developing this sector elmost in
all ways. These Muslim settlers had made this land their permanen
home, assimilated with the local people, adopted Assamese as their
mother tengee, and identified themselves as Assamese witl the [oeal
people. and through this process they have enriched the socio-
cultusal hife of Assam. Althowzh the Neo-Assamese Muslims of
Assam is an inseparable and integral part of the contemporary
Assamese palitical and socio-cultural milien and discourse. dug to
relentless mfow of migeants, this popelation stngly i= confused
with the recens influx and doubts are rise against them. Hence, the
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Mep-Aszamese Muslims i this paper do oot refer wonor mclude the
recenl influx of Muslims,
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A Study on the Contributions Made By the Neo-

Assamese Muslims for The Development of Assam
* Ashit Kumar Paul * * Dominic Meyieho

Abstract- Avsant v on Impariam geographic lecation af Nordl-Eusi India,
From the ancient fmes, it has been a meliing-pof of varions cullisal fingraistic
fribhes e race (Rartcf, 200 50, Assamese roee is a composife wile af peopde
helomeing to different rocial elasses wihio setrtedd in this region. The saciety of
Assam consises of differens sacial groips Brvinsr dhiverse pedision, ot
Jampnoge and ways of (ife. Assam was o Hindi slate sinee anciend s i
the Ao kings edopred Hindeisn and the Hindn wey of life since their arrived
{Cicin, 20030, The felam staried in Assam from e e af” Mehapmed-Gin-
Bokhtiar's attock of Kemeap (Assam) i §2006 A0 (Kar, 1990 Fhe Newo-
Assamese Musting fv o category of the Mus{ins who hove been contributing
post el foe the agricudiiral development of Assan bt for overall developricat
of the stare since theiv avrival fo Assame In o sty B0 teied to find onl
wherher the ahove mentioned statement I valid or wef,

Koy Words- Neo-Assamese Muslins, Apcicultural |]L'\'E|IEI|JIEIIE[H1 Char Areas

A Brief History of Muslim in Assam: The settlement of Muslims in Assam
can be traced back since eighth century CE. Early Muslim settlers ol Assam
cansisted ol Turks and Arabs wha ceme here as traders, sailors, saints and
travellers who finally chosen this place as permanent resident {Axziz, 1997},
Sultan Gyasuddin of Bengal invaded Assam in 1321-22 A1, and conguered
Goalpara, Kamrup and Mowgong distriet. During bis regime large number ol
Muslim people came ta Assam and settled here permanently. In the fiest
quarter of 14" century, a bulk of population in Assam wis fisherman by
prafession who were looked down upon by the upper caste Hindu people as
unitouched and un-caste. So, a large number of them converted them as 1slem
(Faman, 2013). In 1616 AD, Mukrran Khan, the Governor of kuch-1 lajois
said to have brought 10,000 to 12000 well-equipped padd or foot soldiers
srder several Mahammadans nobles to settled there in order o ensure the
imperial hold permanently over the region (Ahmed, 2014). Large numbers of
Mughal armies were taken o the prison by Ahom kings who stayed prisan in
Jong time and after their release, they stayed permanently here and hecome
permanent resident of Assam. Muslims i large number from Bengal also
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found their way into Assam in the wake ol Maamaria rebellion. Large number
of Muslim cultivators were brought 1o Assam by British sovernment during
n the later part of 19 century and early 20% century to develop sgriculturs)
sector of Assam (A hrmedd, 20033 According 10 2011 population Census total
population of Assam was 31,16%.272 where Hindy papulation was 61,3 per
centand Muslim population was 34,2 per cent and ather religious people in
Assam was only 3.7 per cenl.
Neo-Assamese Muslim: According o Das, (2014}, the entire Muslim
population of Assam can be classified fnto four majer categorics. The Meo-
Assamese Muslims is one of them. According to him the Muslim peasants
who had migrated 1o Assam and settled in the chor areas during the Jater part
of the 19 century and carly part of the 20% century are lermed as Neo-
Assamess Muslims. According to Sing & Khan (2001), between 1901 &
PU3 L thousands of Muslim peasants came from east Bengal. especialiv fram
the disirict of Mymensingh. setiled in the riverine iracts of the plains of Assam,
Their descendants have adopied Assamese s thels firse languzge and identify
themselves as Assamese. This group of peaple is called as Neo-Assamese
Muslin. According to Fvotiprasad A garwala, thousands of Muslim cultivators
wane 10 Assam during the fisst part of 207 ceritury who was very active,
burdworking and simple in nature. He was enpressed about their simplicity
and hard working nature and termed theim us Mea-Assamese Muslim (Hussain
& Hussain 20000

From the above definitions it is found that large number of Mustim
peaple came to Assam in the later partof [9% century and the fiest pan ol 20
century from different part of Indiz or from the world. They adopted Assamese
as their fist language and identificd themsclves as Assamese, Thev are termed
as Nec-Assamese Muslim. However. in this study Meo-Assamese Muslim
people refer only those Maslim people who came to Assam on ar ber, ore the
mid-night of 24 March 1971 and were legally recognized as a citizen of
Assam { Indin).
Agricultural Contributions: Agricullure is the beckbone of the eeonamy of
Assem. During British period. agriculture was the only source of revenue of
Assam. 5o, to carn revenue the British pavernment gave priority W increase
agricultural production by imperting lsbourers from Bengal {Ahmed, 1997,
They introduced modem metbods of Tand use gnd broken the monotony of
rurai stagnation. They helped to converted tmany deep jungles into smiling
field and produced new varieties ol crops. It is this commmunity, which produces
the state’s vegetables, mustard, sesame and §2 per cent ol the wtal jute, This
15 the main group of peasants who can produce plenty out ol small areas of
lznd by producing multi seasona] crops (Muslims in Assam, n.d.). The Neo-
Assamese Muslio cultivators came to Assam with the method of intensive
and commercial cultivation. These laborious Muslim cultivators cultivated
the barren lund and produced huge amount of crops like rice, SUFArCRne,
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wheat and various types of vegetables, They also create o competitive mingd
among the local cultivetors whe also ry te produce same variety ol crops in
their agricultaral feld (Barman, 2013},

The Neo-Assamese Muslim cultivators diversified the pettern of land
use and bepan the production of jute for the lirst time in Assam which cccupicd
an important place in the agricultural economy of the state. [t also goes Lo
their credit that extensive areas of chiar lands had been wened into besh green
apriculural scene of Assam (Bhattacharyya, 2004, The District Cammissiomer
of Magaon district commented that during 1921-31 the Bengal origin Muslim
peasants cullivated 542000 acre of barren land and within 1931-31, they
apain cullivated 84300 acres of harven land. Tt is also mentioned that during
193 1-41. 251000 sere of land was hought under double cropping (Ahmed.
1997}, Regarding contribution of the Nee-Assamese Muslim people af Assam.
Mr, Higains, the Deputy Commissioner of Magaon Dstrict saic:

I hew do berter cultivation than the local people of Assam and us such
they are certainly beneficial to the country: sinee their advent the lecal people
seem (o be shaking off their old lethargy and they have created a novel sphine
ol competition....... { Census of India, 1921},

The Press Repart of the Assam Herald 1947 said that shey (the Meo-
Assamese Muslims) have filled the government exchequer znd the government
incame was raised from Rs. forty five lakh 1o one core and six lakhs within
last ten vears, This is the contribution of Meo-Assamesc Muslim Kishan
(fahman, 2013).

The Mea-Assamese Mushim cultivators developed the production of
cash craps in Assam. Green revolution was staned in Assam because of the
effort made by this proup of people during the last part of 20 century i Ahmued,
20141, Prior to that period ol time, the Assamese cultivators produced that
much of production which was sufficient for their family only. But the Neo-
Assamese Muslim cultivators of Assam starled large scale praduction for
which agricultural trading system started here for the first time, So, the credit
for commercialization of agricullure in Assam is direetly goes to this group
of peaple (Ahmed, 2014), Assun is famous for tea cultivation. The contrbution
ol Nea-Assamese Muslim people in this field s also impertant. Initially this
eroup of people came as & tea garden Jabour. but ultimately they became the
awner of large number of tea garden here, 1t is said that belween | B8RO 1o
1900, three tea garden namely Halichabari, Birinajan, and Hirajan tea estates
were cstahlished by Dast Muhammad a femaous cultivater of Assam {Ahmed,
2014).

The report of the Statistical Hand Book of Assam {2009} reported that
the contribution of pritary sector and net shown area was more in the districts
where Muslim population had densely inhabited. 1t is also seen that the
production of food grain, use ol high yielding variety seeds, consumption al’
Fertilizers. number of livestock, ete, is mare in the districts where majority of
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wuslims exist, Notonly o primary secior, it iy secondary and teniary SECcirs,
their contributions are also remarkable. Assam Land Revenue Administrative
Reparts (Census, | 571} mentioned some of the impnrinannu'i.butiuns miade
by the Meo-Assamess Wuslims for the development ol Assam's auricultural
sector e, innavation in agriculiure, hought under permancil cultivation of
shousands of acres of char arsis and dense jungle along the seuthern bank of
Brahmaputra valley. The Neo-Assamese Muslims people helped Lo incrense
Ltal eultivahle erea of Assam from 2301 lakh heclares in 1950-51 1o 27.04
Jakh hectares in 197071 and 7.7 lakh heetares 4007 -02, The totat Tallow
tand hias declined from 4 65 lakh hectares in 1930-31 10 7 75 |akh hectares in
|970-71 and 1.64 lakh hectares in 2001-02. The {otal production of fuod
arains of Assam has inereased 16,79 lakh tones i 196061 1o 23.00 lakh
lones in 1975-76 and 36.77 Jakeh tones in 2005-00. The tol production of
jute of Assam has nereased from 813 thousand bales in 1960-61 o 912
irousand bales in 1973-76 and 579 hales in 2005-06 (Dhar. 2003; pp-124-
123).

Totzl livestock population ol India has decreased during the 197
Livestock Population Census by 3.33 percent. but during the s2me period the
livestock population of Assam imereased by 10,77 per cent (19 Livestock
Census, 2012} 14 s also seen from Statistical Hand Book 2013, that almost
o1 districts having Muslim majority pupulation gets first position in production
of milk, eggs, meat fish ete,

Other Contribetions:

Tor develop the industrial seclor ol Assam. the Ahom kings hired
jechnicatly expert peaple from Mughal dynasty, These technically expen
neople started thoir Hivelihood asa weaver, 1ailon carpenter. mason, and some
ather collage industries. Some of them started sheir livelihond as embroidery
worker for the first time in Assam. Smoking was a common habit of ancient
wuslim people, so, ey ciorted hidi pnd cigareltes manulacturing industry
during Mughal period { Ahmed, 20140

The Neo-Assumese Muslim people of Assam had zlso developed the
Assamese culture and fiterature (Rahman, 1997). They have & rich tradition
of oral literature, The =ikirs, foris, songs of Haidar Ghaezi. Cheradnek and
chazals arc the wpicue contribution al Muslims 1o Assamess falk ligerature.
Resides this, a fairly good qumher of sonis of various Lypes like marriage
songs. songs of bont ratc. st songs, lokageels elo. #re widely popular
among the people of Assam (Ahmed, 2003).

it is important to note that most af the Meo-Assamese Muslim people

forms the manue! workforce 1 Assam: rickshaw pullers, house construction
warkers, house painters, gardeners, el workers, toad construction WOTRETS,
vepetable vendors, €le. Women mostly work as maids. Sienificantly, those
migrants are willing 1o work very hard, at pdd hours and in the most arduans
aclivities which lacal Assamese labour and arwilling to do {Goswami, n.ilh

———‘_
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Conelusions: It is see tram the aboyve discussion that 1he MNeo-Assamese
Muslitis hiave becn caiributing not eitly for the agriculirag development af

lack of'sufficient supply ol high vielding seeds and fertilizers, lack of adequate
finance, no power supply, no soad marketing facility, fack of Agricullaral
education, lack ol agricultural resesrch, lack of industriz) development, poor
socio-economic eondition elc, are remaved or developed then the speed af
development become high which net only help particularly this stciety but
Tor the whole sociely of Assam {Dhay. 2007,

Helerences

4

3

oy
.

i,
.

13.

14,

15,
I,

Ahmed, B ¢ 1907, Baliclanda, In Khahir Ahmed fed.), Metsirts Sabiiain, Suga
Suger Prabian drg Asserm. Barpeta; Assam Suhitya Sabhy pp 1324,
Abmed. M. (20 1}, dsomoe Musofugn: Setmtej-Sansteieion 4 v, lorhyt:
Unika Prakashan.

Ahmed, S (2003), fdem in North-Eawt fndig. 7% 05 T2 Contury. (Doctoral
Dissertation, Jawaharly) Mehru University, 2003,

Aziz, A {1997y, History of Grewer Svllier, Vil 1 Sxllet: Brilsnae Svllveter
ltihas Pranavan Parizld.

Barman, %, {20031 Svwdons Swtamiat, Guwaly: Bandhay,

Baruzh, 5.1, (2013, 4 Cermiprrelieeiye History of fsaam New Delhi;
Munshiram Manohirlal Publishars Privare Limited,

267, 2015, from hrtp:-"."'l.'mw.:ius:ljwmais.ﬂrg

Dhar, PR (2009}, 4 Tour Boak of Ecanomios. Bengmzaon: Ashom: Prakaszn
Cait, £ {2003), 4 Histary of dsvam. Lrelhi: Surjee Publicgion,

Huszain, 1., & Hussain, A (Euds.}, (2000}, Char Chagarie S Charpea,
Guwahati: Natg Sahitva Parishad.

Lioswarni, M, (n.d.). Hargladeshs iliveai Mizration into Assm- fesne yng
eoRcerns fiom the feld, Retrieved an MNovember 70 20015, from hetp:ss

Muslirms in Asgm, [nd)), 4 Brief Fistory of Musiion i Assan, Retdeved on
March 14% 2018 from h11p:fthudI:ganga-inﬂihn:t.nc.En-'biisimum
Rahmgn, A, (20030, dvpaar Mievitminsakar CGuwahari: Clhundeg Prakash.




A Peer-reviewed International Journal on Humanities
of Centre for Studies m Humanities
Volume VI, 2019

oy

e, T

)
a

Editor : Jagadish Patgiri
Associate Editor : Nurul Islam Saikia ;
Asstt. Editor : Rituparna Patgiri

Centre for Studies in Humanities
fiban Krishna Path. H.M, 16, Hengerabari
Cuwahati-7E1036. Assam. India

-




MANAVAYATAN

THE HUMANOSPHERE
A UGC CARE Listed Journal

Joumal en Humanities of Centre Tor Studics in Humanities

I58N : 2249-0012
Yolume WIIT : 201G
December, 2010

Mailing Address
Dr. Jagadish Patgiri
Jiban Krishna Path, H. Ne. 16, Hengerabari
Cruwahati-TR1036, Assam, Indin

O
Department of Philosophy
Cotton Liniversity
Guwahati-TRI001, Asapny, ndia

Telephone (W) - 9101974582, 9435048146
E-mail © Jagadishpatgiri@mmail.com ; ritwikajpateisi@yehon.in
Website: www.manavayatan.com




Environmental Ethics of Islam Jahirul Hussain
and Its Relevance

Concept of Mava in Radhaknshnan's Mabanita Barua
Philosophy

The Role of Iuman Capital Meenu Wilson &
Manzgement Practices in Enhancing  Tessla Arakal
Emplayee Performance : An Empirical

Explomation

Money Evolution in India: A Walk Rjisha T
through the Pathway of *Kaudis® to
Dvigital Payments

Contribution of K. K. Handigui Tina Sarma 112-117
towards Textual Ceiticism theough Mis
Yasastilaka and Indian Culture

The Role of Intellectual Virtue in Jayashree Deka 118-128
Epistemology

[nfluence of Bhasa on Kalidasa's Hiramaoni Goswami  120-133
Abhifnanasakuntala

The Maodification of Behaviowr : Joshua Gnana Ruj P [34-141
An Analysis of Select Poems by & B, 1, Geetha
Mary Ann Lamb

5 Eduecational Level of Parents and Their Bijuli Deka 142-134
Children's Educationsl Aspirationand  Purabi Baishya
Academic Merformance: A Correlaticnal
Study

Mahatma CGrandhi on Mon-Violence Shvamal Das 155-165
{Ahimsa) and lts Relevance in
Medern Era

Divine Vielence in the Tanakh: Iti Chettopadhyay  166-178
Some Ethical Apprehensions




IS5 1 22490612 Wolume VT : 2019
Pp. 142-154

PLAMAVAYATAN
THE HUMANOSPHERD
A UGE CARE Listed Journal

Jourmal oo Hustanities of Centre For Stodies by Fuenanities

Educational Level of Parents and Their Children's
Educational Aspiration and Academic Performance: A
Correlational Study

Bifuli Deka
Prirabi Baishys

| Adsstract: The prezent study was an attempl (o investigate the celationship of
educational aspirations aod academic perlformance of children of the weavers
with educational level of their weaver parents, A total of |18 children of the
weavers were sampled bazed on purpozive sumpling technigue, Rosults
mdicated that majocity of children of the weavers have averuege educational
aspiration and academic performance, The children of low educational aspiration
and low academic performance were belanged to those weaver parents whose
educationil level 35 lowe. The study coneluded that thene iz significant relationship
between ediecational level of weaver parents and educational aspirstions of
their children as well as between eduocational level of weaver parents’ and
academic performance of their children.

Keywords: Educational level, Aspirafion, Weavers, Academic performance]

Introduction
Sualkuchi, the silk village of Assam is known as the “Manchester
of Morth East™, Itis one of the largest villages in the world with the
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well-known identity of the silk industry. Sualkuchi is located 35 k.
from Guwahari city and 28 k.m. from LGB, Internatinnal airport,
Borjhear and situated on the North Bank ofthe mighty river Brahmaputra,
Geographically located in a beautifu] landscape, Sualkuchi has become
the centre of attmction for the textile lovers, Educstional level of parents
refers to highest level of achievement in schools or colleges by the parents
of the respondent children. Parents® educational achievements are
miﬁw]ymﬁsigriﬁmlmymfatﬁ!mpemimﬂ parcntal encowrapement,
college plans, college attendance, and college graduation for their
children. For each category of parents’ education, the child's intellipence
is associated with educational aspiration and achievernent { Sewell &
Shah, 1968),

Educational aspiration is the carly impression of an individyal's
awn acadumic caliber and the highest level of educaiion that he/she
expects to achieve (Furlong & Cartmel, 1993). Level of aspiration is
the level of difficulty of goals which the individual sets for himself,
Educational aspiration is a significant factor for the enhancement ol the
cducation of a person. Itis a crucial aspect of individuals’ attaining
goals. Level of education of the mother bas a sipmificant impact on their
childrens® educational aspiration (Chowdhury, 201 %),

Academic performance is the end-praduct of all educational
endeavours. It is the measuremient of a learner o see what he achieves,
Academic performance whethes it may suecess or failure in education
is always related to educational aspiration, Educational aspiration is
that bow much education a student thinks he or she will attsin.

Review of Related Literature

Sewell, William H. and Vimal P Shah (1968) studied with a
purpose o examine the relationship ol discrepancy and of consistency
n parents’ educational achievements to several aspects oleducational
aspirations and achievements of their children. The study showed that
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parents’ educalional achievernents are positively and significantly related
to perceived parental encouragement, college plans, and college
attendance with or without controlling for children intelligence.

Strawinski, Pawel (2011) compares educational aspiration in the
selected region using statistical technique and study the relationship
hetween educational aspiration and socie-economic factors. The study
found out a positive relationship between educational level of parents
and educational aspiration ol the students.

Smole, Kayla (2013) examined through his research paper on
the telationship between parents” education and their children’s
educational aspiration. The paper revealed that parents’ level of
cducation has an impact on their children’s educational aspiration.

Rajesh V.R. and Chandrasekaran, Dr. V. (2014) tried 10
explore the educational aspiration of high school students in relation to
certain personal and demographic variables, The result revealed that
noy significant difference in High school students” educational aspirations
with respect to their type of school Management, Educational
gualification of father, Educational qualification of mother, occupation
of father and family income.

Baishya, Mitali (2016) conducted a study on 100 weavers 1o
know the educational and vocational status of women weaver of
Sualkuchi silk industry. The study found out that the educational status
of women weavers is not satisfactory. Almost 37 per cent of the weavers
have passed primary level education, 24 per cent secondary level and
only 5 per cent has attended college education, Among the sample
weavers 12 per cent are found illiterate, Most of them deprived of
sehonl education due to poor ceonomic condition,

Suikia, Pallabi (2017) invesligates the educational aspiration of
tribal and non-tribal higher secondary seience stream students. The
sample of the study consists of 100 students from Sonitpur district ol
Assam. Survey method was used for collection of data. The result of
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3. To study the relationship between educational aspiration and
academic performance of children of the weavers.

Hypotheses of the Study

1. There exists significant relationship between educational level of
weaver parents and educational aspiration of their children.
There exists significant relationship between educational level of
weaver parents’ and academic performance of their children.
There exists significant relationship between educational aspiration
and academic performance of children of the weavers,

Delimitation of the Study

1. The study is confined only to the sceondary schools of Sualkuchi
ol Kamrup district of Assam.
The weavers who are presently engaged in different looms of
Sualkuchi village are considered as population for the study.
Ohnly 118 children of weavers who appesred H.S.L.C. examination
in the session 2016-2017 are taken as sample for the study.
The mother weavers of the targeted children are taken as weaver
parents for the study,

Methodology

Deescriptive survey method was employed for the pamose of survey
the population in the study. Due to the unavailability of statistical record
regarding weavers’ children of secondary school, the investigaior has
found no seope in providing total population, Hence using purposive
sampling technique procedure 118 weavers' children are selected as
sarmiple. The mother weavers” of the targeted ehildren are also aken to
make inquiries about the relationship between educational aspiration
and academic performance of children and educational level of their
parents.
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Tools

For the present study Level of Edueational Aspiration Test (LEAT)
seale is used inorder to collect the data of educational aspiration of the
targeted children. As the tarpeted children also have to fill up the
mformation sheet where father's education and mother’s education 1s
required; on the basis of the information of the respondent children of
the weavers the data of educational level of parents are collected by
the investigator, The educational level of parents are coded inlo six
categories, tamnely: (1) Witerates; (i) Literates but not completed primary
education; (117} Completed primary education; (iv) Completed high
school education: (v} Completed higher secondary education and (i)
Ciraduation and above,

In order to collect the data regarding academic performance of
children, the investigator developed a data sheet and gathered the marks
ol H.5.L.C. examination of the weavers' children from the office of the
schools.

Deseription of the Scale

Level of Educational Aspiration Test (LEAT) scale developed by
¥asmin Ghani Khan has contained 30 items of statements to be
responded in *Yes” or ‘Mo’ accords 1o the respondents” views,
experiences and wishes, On the basis of the scores the respondent
children of the weavers” of the secondary schools of Sualkuchi village
are categonzed as high, average and low. The co-efficient of co-relation
ofthe LEAT was calculated to be 00.92.

Statistical Technigues Used
Tu analysis and interpret the coflecied deftn stomphe pereeriage s
g used in the present study. Analysis and Interpretation of data
Objective No.1: To study the relationship belween educational
level of wever parcnts and educational aspiration of their children.
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H,: There exists a significant relationship between educational level
of weaver parents and educational aspiration of their children.

Relationship between educational level of weaver parents and
educational aspiration of their children is studied by using ¥ technigue
of correlation,

Table: 1 Relationship between educational level of parents
and educational aspiration of their children
i df  Lewel of significance Significart or non-significant
AL S % level At 1% level
31.09 10 15,307 23.209 Significant

Table: 1 concluded that there exists significant relationship between
educational level of weaver parents and educational aspiration of their
children. Smoke (2013) revealed that parents” level of education has
an impact on their children’s educational aspiration. Rejesh and
Chandrasekaran (2014} investigated that no significant difference in
High school students’ educational aspirations with respect to educational

qualification of mother. High educated parents encourape their children,
always keep an eye in preparation to school, help them in doing
homework and keep the contact with their class teachers and tov to
understand the improvement of their children. On the other hand all
these things are found absent in case of low educated parents.

2. Tostudy the relationship between level of education of weaver

parents and academic performance of their children,

1,: There exists significant relationship between level of education
of weaver parents and academic performance of their children,

The relationship between educational level of weavers” parents
and acadernic performance of their children is studied with the helpof

# technigue.
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Table: 2 Relationship between cducational level of weaver
parents and academic performance of their children

x dr Level of significance  significant or nen-significant
At 5% level Al 1% fevel
3984 1 18307 23.209 Significant

The computed value of ¥ is much greater than the tabulated
valueat both 5% level of sipnificance and 1% Jevel af significance.
So there exists significamt relationship between level of education of
weaver parents and academic performance of their children.
Academic performance of children greatly influence with level of
education of their parents. Arumely and Arumoly (2017) explored
that there was a si gnificant relationship between in the performance
of the students in respect ta their parental involvement. The result
tmplies that the highest the involvement of parents enhances the
performance of the students,

3. To study the relationship between educational aspiration and
academic performance of children of the weavers,
H: There exists significant relationshi p between educationa]
aspimtion and academic perfarmance of children of the WCavers,

Table: 3 Percentage of relationship between educational
aspiration and academic performance of children of the weavers’
Level ofedicationl sspiration Academic performance of children o5the weavers

High Average Low
High 20 (%,8%) 28 (30.9%)
Average 2 (10.2%%) 42 (32.2%) 6 (13.56%)

Laow 2 (4.1%) 6129%) 12 (3.1%)
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Table: 4 Relationship between level of educational aspiration
and academic performance of children of the weavers
X di Level of Significance  Signilieant or oun-skpnificant
AL S level AL 1% Tevel
F0R 4 0488 13.277 Signilicant

The caleulated value of y* is much greater than the eritical or
tabulated value of both at 5u4 level of significance and 1% level of
sign‘rﬁmnm.ﬂnmmﬂmcists sipnificant relationship between educational
aspiration and academic perfommance of children ol the weavers™. Nagyvi
& Khan (2018) reported that a pasitive and sipnificant correlation exists
hetween level of cducational aspirations and acedemic achievement of
peneral category students, Khatiab (2015) noted in the study that hoiding
high aspimtions seems 10 positively influsnce schiool achievement. High
aspirations shouldbe reinforced by equipping the students, particularly
those coming [rom peor and disadvaniaped families, with the necessary
skillz, sddressing their learning needs and improving the informalion
and the opporiunities thew receive. These extra steps and interventions
{heyond raising agpirations) can lead to higher level of expectalions
and self-c[Ticacy, which in furmn help raising school performance.

[n the present study children ol weavers suffers not anly from
ceonomical support of the family but alsa sufficient invalvement ol the
athiers, For that reason the children of the weavers are found inseiting
of average educational aspiration as well as average in academic
performance.

Findings of the Study

In this study the relation ol educational level of mother weavers’
on educational aspiration and academic performance of theie children
is examined by the use of * techrique: the findings are summarized as
follows-
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Conclusian

The present sty has ot of 5 gnificance for parents and adolescents
as itdeals with the important aspects of adolescents’ developmenal
variable like educational aspiration which is determined by parental
ivolvement. Parental mvolvements always related wiilh educational level
of the parents and the study investigated that educations] aspiration
and academic performance of children has dipect relation to their parens'
educational level. The findings of the stiady give an insight to the parcnts
lo develop o positive attitude to their children and provide them
emational security. Weaver parents should try to raise the parental
sentiment in their ehildren in sucha way that can make children capable

to fight against their unfivourable living condition,
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18. Classroom Environment: Role of the Teachers
Teaching English Language in the Secondary Schools
of Assam: A Case Study on Some Secondary Schools

of Barpeta District

M Shahidul Islam
Research Scholar, Deptt, of English (Humanities and Social Sciences) Assam Down Town
Universily Panikhaiti, Guwahati-26, Assam.

Introduction

Teaching English today has been a complex and challenging job, This is because ELT
(English Language Teaching) as a discipline has undergone a lot of changes and paradigm shifs
over the decades. Changing secio-cultural environment has not only warranted the urgent m:nf
lor 4 relook at the redefinition of objectives, priorities and approaches but has also brought in e
wake newer problems and complexities that demand equal attention for their redressa

The dismiet Barpeta has 2064 Primary schools, 417 Middle English schools 220 High
schools, 22High Madrassa, 44 Higher Secondary Schools and 3 Junior Colleges {Provincialised)
6 Sanskrit Schools and 12 Senior Madrassa. Nos of educational Circle is 09, as Kalgachia
Barpeta, Sarupeta, Bajali, Baghbor, Bornagar, Chenga, Gomafulbari and Sathebari, Majority of
the rural population is dependent on the educational infrastructure within the district . For higher
studies ceonemically high classes also avail the education factlities in Guwahati (as per record
available with the office of the inspectors of Schools Barpets District Circle).  Through this
paper an attempt is made o focus how the well Educational Envieomment helps the teachers as
well as the learners [or feaching and learning English easy and comfortable in the Secondary
schools under the study of the distoet,
Significance of the Study

At the present day in Assam, like other part of India and elsewhere English has come to
be widely regarded by students and parents alike as the language of opporunity | epening the
door to higher educition, a better job, upward social mobility and so on. A better foundalion in
the language is sure to entitle the leamers to all these prospects in the modern world. But English

teaching and leaming in the vernacular medium Schools in the district remains deplorable on
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account of various factors, Result analysis carried out by SERA in 2015-16 shows that Barpeta
district stands lower position in the eategory of result in English subject in the list of Bettom
1 5% schools registering 0% pass or 100% fail in English in HSLC Examination of 2014 and all
these schools are Assamese Medium schools (as per SEBA result). Another analysis of the result
of the HSLC Examination under SEBA for the period from 2000-2016 reveals that 70-80% of
unsuceessiul - students  fail in English (a5 per SEBA  vearly rtesult book  record).
Ohjectives of the Study
Thus the broad objectives of the study are —
= Toinvestigate the problems of teaching and learning English in the Vernacular Medium
secondary schools in the districts questioned of, Assam,
*  To evolve and sugpest remedial measures for eradication of the problems as well as
improvement of ELT situation in the area under study.
*  Toidentify the Causes which are laggardness of the Students of most of the Assamese
Medium Schools,
. To ascertain the extent of the gap in English teaching and learning between the Schools
of Southern and Northern part of the Barpeta district,
Classroom Atmosphere
Afer visiting some secondary schools of remote arcas of Barpeta district 2 clear
observation of teachers classroom performance came o the glance which hring out some more
sigmificant revelation. Here 58% of the teachers who claimed to have used 50% English in their
classroom (ransaction were found to have used 100% Assamese in their instruction. Only
L0.35% were found to have used around 15-20% English in their instructions while the rest were
tound endeaveunng ground 4-3% English in the class. But being il was mostly deveid of either
prammatically or contextual! situational appropristencss of English used by these teachers are
rare.
Some Common Problems of Teaching Learning English in Remote Areas of Barpreta
District
A major problem arises afier observation and study of schoals of this arca's that the gap
hetween students and teachers deep relationship and their neglecting manner of using/speaking
English in the English classes. While the study group traced the root came of the problem to the

practice of over-independence of the teachers on the old grammar — transaction methed and the
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nen-availability of guidance and materials facing a continuous problem of English teaching ﬂ.ﬂlll
learning amongst he teacher and students, The vernacular medium secondary schools of this EIEH__.II
are nir exception to reflect this regard 2s they have been lound to reflect this phenomenon as a
magnitude that calls for consideration of some early and effective remedial action. In the English
classroom the teacher always rely on vernacular medium communication,
i. Problem arises aceordingly interpretation of students’ questionnaire

The students of the different secondary vernacular medium schools are asked a few
questions in order to their deficiency or poor performance in English, Whether they face certain
preblems in learning English at their respective schoels. The following Table shows the response
from the students.

Table -1 Problems of learning English identified by students
Total No. of students = [250

Problems No. & P.C. of students identifying the
problems
Teachers don™Vean't teach English well 224 17.92%
Syllabus is tough 387 31.08%
Exposure to English i3 insufficient 17335 39.03%
school environment is not satisfactory 648 52.14%
; Motivation is not adequate | 437 36.70%
[nfrastructure facilities are not adequalte R | 6345
Parental support is not adequate 138 27.07%
Classes are over crowded | 643 51.80%
Socio-cultural environment is not suitable | 822 66, 02%
Student himsel Fherself lacks aptitude for learning | 422 33, 80%
English
Eeonaemic L'_Uﬁditil:uﬂ of home is not good 455 37.21%

It has been also observed that a large number of students don’t enjov the English class.
They don’t feel comfortable in English class as they feel that English is & tough subject.
Maoreover, some students feel nervous and confused with speaking or interscting in English as
they suffer from fear of being laughed at while speaking English in the class.

Again in the question indicates that the tezchers’ use of English speaking/talking in the
classroom instruction, the respond has come from the students that less than 10% teachers use
English as mstruction in the classroom. Almoest majority of the teachers make no use of English

at all in their classroom teaching, Again students were asked to indicates if their teachers
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—anslated everything in the lesson into Assamese and English while teaching English meaning
“erehy, whether they wse Grammar Translation methed, Dircet method or Bilingual method,
Tata available here indicate that as per opinion of 0% of the students, teachers explain
=verything in the lesson inlo Assamese while teaching English in the class. Again 38% students
spined that the teacher explain everything in both Assamese and English medium in the English
class, On the other hand, only 2% students explain their opinion that the teachers use everything
m English as instruction in the English class.
S0 to sum up, the problems of teachings and learning English from the students” point of

VIew Arei-

= Tough syllabus

»  [nadeguate infrastructural facilities of school.

. Teacher incompetence

* Insufficient exposure to English

= [padequate motivation at school,

* Inadequate parentz] support.

o Owvercrowded classes,

. Poor home backeground of students.

= Low aptitude to learn English.

. Classroom anxiety unsuitable socio-cullural environment,

=  Unsoitable classroom practices.

. Lack of oppoartunity fo use English

=  lnsufficient remediz] teaching.

Recommendations
From the study in the various angles it 15 scen that it is urgently needed fo improve the

Teaching lesming of English languages in the vernacular medium secondary schools of Assam
along with ezch part of the state. So that English is the window of the world. No one can expect
ketter job and better life opportenity without the development of English, Bul the platform is the
school elassroom, In connection of this some probable sugpestions put torward are as tollows:-

«  Number of trained and efficient teachers be increased,

= Training in ELT be pravided to the teachers at repgular intervals.

= Seminars, workshops ete be arranged from time to time.
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s More teaching learning materials be supplied to the schools.
«  English be taught well at the lower level,

¢  Teacher should use English as the instruction in the English class.

- School library be developed with suitable English books for the leamers.
+  Special recruitment policy be formulated to select specially qualified and competent
tenchers to teach English,
s  Teachers with English methad in B.T., B.Ed, TET qualified with major subject of
English be appointed for the job of English teaching,
»  School environment be developed.
s Syliabus should be centred to the needs of the leamers,
»  Special English classes, classes on spoken English be arranged.
o Shortage of trained and efficient teachers be removesd,
=  Guandians/Parents awarencss be mereased.
List of some Secondary schools wnder the the study of Barpeta Distriet: (Assnmes_f:_
mediam)

|, Padmapara High School

2. Khongra High School

3. Chenga girls” High School,
4. Karaikhaity High School.

5. Acear Al Memorial High School
i, Kholabanda High School

7. Kukarpar High School

8, Bagmara Char High Shool

9. Jonin High School

[0, Kardaighur: High School

11, Pazarbanga High School

12, Palhazi Girls™ High School
13. Ugirar Char High Schaool

14,  Khandakar para High Scheol
15, Pub Chenga High School
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List of Some Higher Secondary Schools under the Study of Barpeta District: (Assamese
medinm)

1. Tarabari HS School

2. Dr. Lakir Hussain HS school
. Hi= school

4. Bapghbar HS school

5. Balikun HS School

. Chenga HS School
7. Barbala HS School
#.  Barpeta Vidyapeth H. 5 School
9. Sajani kKanta H.5 School
0. Bhella HS School
Conclusion
A suitable environment conducive to learning 15 very cssential in any educational
institution. This is as muoch important for leaming in general as for learmning English in particular.
This is linked to the infrastructure as well as resource status of the school. A good resource status
both human and material in o school contributes to the growth of a healthy and cffective
lesming-teaching environment in it with good leachers, pood facilitics, healthy practice, ample
opportunities for learning and using English and plentiful exposure to the targel language, As per
the survey conducted, it has been seen that 38, 79% students lack aptitude for learning English
and only 38.72% have claimed mastery in the language skills. Apain 59.81% of them can't write
English correctly as established by the study, Morcover, 70% teachers and 72% of the Heads of
the schools mark them as having low aptitude for learning English for which low sptitude of the
students have been a problem of teaching and leaming English properly and correctly in the
schools
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IENTRACT

Flandioom weaving industry oocapies a distinet and swingue place i the Indlan econoagy, J1 iy also an eqpression

il sooted crfinead and social radivion G dudia. T Azsae the handloom weaving feustry s heen plaving o

Soeanr rode et owly e aeman Jife bat e econamy of e state afso, Weaving indussey is one of S e vitlage

tries wiiol provide o solid basis for rapdd growsl af ficome 1 e state. Snaffned i olds comtexd i axsocioled Wil

e fiem dime fmememerial and the coomeny af the vilfage i priarily dependont on weaving. Ewolflecdsi efiing g

st e i o wivicl 0 anigae iy so i g and par stk fabrics are concerred. More fean 89 per cent el diee Yoofnd

s fat e vitlege i dependent o wenddng as their priveipal soivee of income, The presens suidy s an alteigs fo

tre acadentic performance of children of e weavers, the edacarional feved af thelr pavents ana fhe relatioaslige
o e deadeic puriiesance of chitdren aad dee educational fevel ofthelr pavents. Tl saipde of the sty pomsisis
©tdenty af closs X selecied by purgasive sanipling technigue froo four seleciedd secomdory sehoeds of Sualluchs, The

s of the HLELC enambation is tekes av the index of academic performance of S selected studenis. The sedy

e thup the aoademic perfarmiance of childeen of the wepvery £ average and fhere erdas a significont rodationsfiip

co avadeiic perfrmcance and edfucarionad level of dielr pares.

IR DS Academic Performance. Children, Weaver
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ROMMCTION

lndia is a powerhouse of silk productics, 1 is notable in producing all four commergially used vanetics ol silk ie
—, tusscr, eri und muga. The handloom sector eecupies a distine! and wnigue pluce i the Indian coonomy. Agad

srovidding hasie necessities of life, it plays o crucial role through i1 contribution 1o indusgirial outpul, employment

—om and export carmings of the country. Assam has embossed an ammitable identity with its Pant and Muga silk

ik the Grest in the world, The handioom indusicy of Assam pecentuates 1he creative mastery of the local

e and thus representing the splendid culwral hentage and traditional legaoy of Assam. In Asswm especially in

i, handloom wesving is the carming sowrce of the people, Handloom industry has its own significinee in the

— Jpoterims of impact and coverage, handloom weaving stands next only to pgnoulure pasticularly in rural aress of
Suatkuchi is a pinneer center in the handioom and weaving industry partieularly silk weaving in the state for which

g s also populaly known as the Manchester of Assarn, Handloom weaving is 0 way of Iife and intensely linked

7 m el iR s
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willy Assamese culire and heritage, Handloom industry of Assam is koW for it rich tradition of making ha
very imponant role in the sovip-coonomis developre ol the staie,

handicraft products, 1t atso ploys a

NEED OF THE STUDY
ar Guawahuti subedivision of Kameap Sistrict of Assam, sivated on

Suatkuchi is o multi-caste villege urnl
ahati. The handloom activity of Su

ks ol the mighty over Bralmzpuira al & distane ol 30 km West of Gues
» mapefeiUring pTOCESSCE Are curvied on by the family imembers Themsclves of B8

143

heusehoid-tased activity. 1
weavers, Witk the help ol Hamndlonmms, weavers Wit yarious kind of iruditional clath, Hundloom weaving 15 1med

the professomal w

lile of wost of the people ol Sualkechi, S0 cavers have 1o saisfy the needs of the masies
farilies and other prominenl persins. Although servers cngge sl of their time in Handioom wonying ael
e alen their own Gamilies with sehool-poing enldren. The seademie performamee of their childrn s s the
(hem, They bive the expeetiticn of their children's performane, They also have bigh pspiration powards e o8
of 2 goal or snainment of SCEess. Cducation of parenis 15 @ considerable factor in their children’s perfornmnee. As
the wenvers arve ilhierates how their chillren pspire the resilt im H.5 L. examinilion j§ 3 matler ol concer.
shudy explomes that the level of educoton of the parents affects elr childnn's peademic performance.
performanse and she level of educanon of the parenls have o significant relationshup,

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEN
beaany i

of the sludy, the prosem sty hins

ady done and alhjerives
EAVERS 1N RELATION TD EDUCA

“ACANEMIC PERFORMANCE OF CHILDREN OF THE W

[ wiew of the shugdies abne

LEVEL OF THEIR PA RENTS™.
ORJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The olricetives of the present study are

e Tofind oul the academic periormithice o childien of the wenvers of Suaikuchi.

o Tofind oul the level of copeation of father weavers af the chifdremn.

o Tofnd out the level of sclueation oF mother weavers of the chalideen,

s Tostudy the ralutionshin between the leviel of education of smilyer weavers and the aemlemmiy peripTmanes

children.
T stucky the relutionship betweea the level of education of melher weavers and the acadenie perfrm

children.

HY POTHESES OF THE 51 Ly

In vider 1o accomplish the ahijectives, the followiang hwputheses have been Formulated

{1 The acodenic periommancs af children of the weavers of Sualkuchi is high.

Ha The level of sdueation of fiher wesvers ot the children 18 [

H, The level of education of mnther Weuvers of the children is low.

NAAS
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ety o Childree o ilve Wosvees in Bederlon o Edveavineal Level oF their Parengs

L There exists & significan relationship between the level of educarion of father weavers and the acudemic

sz of their childien,

Phere exists o significant relationship between the level of education of mother wepvers and (e acadenic

wemee of theis ehildren.

SITEATION OF THE STUDY

= Thesnuly is delimited o the wenrver pirents of the sampled children wh presemly engaged in diflerem looms in
=utlkuchi of Kamrop districl, Assam.
= The siudy is delimited to those children who appedred in L5, LC examination under SEBA for the scssion 2016
O =

oz study s delimited o the weavers of Sualkuchi of Kamup district, Assum,

STIONAL DEFINITION ON THE FERMS LISED
rifornus e

= success et by the students (Weavers' children) in their High School Leaving Cemificie (HSLO)

— conducted by Boand of Secomlary Eduweation, Assim ISEBAY in the session 2006-2017 is denated b

- S TUIITTRANCE,

Fersan o weaves ol o Joom, In Sualkuchi_ three tvpes of weavers &g seen, they are

. s wenvers (e who does not perfiem the ar of weaving but look afler the OFEEAlion aspects. (Cwner of

=0

= mee orEniEs or oanet ol the looms wed werves also,

=== ot others loom on payment of work,

o £ sEmsinh Molamed (2004) conducted a stuely o as

ess the academic performance,

= mpmtons of stulents from fechnical secondary schools, Two hundrel forty-thinee studenis

- smgs of the sty showed that technical seenssdiry school students Have higly

=m0 plan e study for ad least o Bachelor degree. About 765 of them plan 1o enrcll in

=rmeming. About 60%: of the students hove an average generil academic abilite und aboue

a=—us shilny in nehematics and scienees. No sigmificant commelations were ohseryed
A E

= =thonal aspinshions @l oceupational espivations. The migorty of the students were

ST T DT e, o ane, wh sadies amil the oesupEinn ey aspired For, Students wera

cenowledpeable abour tee Beld of studies and the oecupstions they aspired for,

Winga Maureen Adhismbe, Agak John Odwar and Ayere A, Mildeed (2010) in their studies on “The

s among Schools Adjustment, Gender and Academic Achisvemen amongst Secondary School Students in
"k

el Kenva” investigated the levels of school adiustment and s relationzlip with academic achievement.
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i o Tl af he Wesvers in Relation i Sdnoniveest Level of theie Pereiis

~ore exists & significamt relutionship berween the Jevel of edugation of father wesvers and the scademic
= -7 eir children.

cnists o significant relationship hetween th level of education of mother wenvers and the acadenic

T BT

- - therr children.

TATTON OF THE STUDY

“oe iy s delimited 1o the wenver parents of th sapnpled chiliven who presently engagad in different loomes m

Sooawchioof Ko distnet, Assam.

ety iz delimited 1o those children who appeired in HS.LCoexamination under SEEMA for the session 2016-

e enndy i5 delimited to the wesvers of Suslkuchs of Kamrup disiict, Assum,

TN AL PEFINITION ON THE TERMS USED

s Forforniinee
ents (Weavers' childreny in ther High Selool Leavng, Certificne (HS5LC)

The success met by the std
cd by

rom ponducted by Roard of Sceondiry Educilion. Assam (SEBAD in (he session 2016-2017 s denot

g TTIGTITIANCES.

\ —erson who weaves at a loom, b Sualkuchs, three tvpes of weavers i secn, Lthew are

Crer weaver: One who does el perform the ar ol weaving bul look afier the organization sspeets. (Dwner of

o J00m)
~rreproniar woeaver: Une who opganizes v 0Wner of the Tooms and weaves also.

v age weaver: One whin wetves al others loum on payment of work,

s OF RELATED LITERATURE

Sarkar AR Hobim & Shasiah Mohamed (2004 conducred o stinly Booassess the academic performanc,

= i
cnts from technical secondary schools, Twn hundred forty-thres students

] el ocupational aspirations of stwd
— oolved in the shaly, The Aedings of the study showed that technical sccomlary schoul students Tave high

coi s el aspiration. Mejority of fhem plan 1o study fur al least u

Bachelor degree. About 7% of them plan 1o encoll in

s courses, eapecially in engmeering. About 60% af the students lave an sverage general scademic ability it nnout
v an averane genel acadermic ability in mathematics and seiences. M significunt correlalions were ohserved
o eaitomic achicvement and eduentionn | wspirations and o cupitlicnal aspiratinng. The majority of the students were

= emt i abtmming 2 pluge for further edocation, the are af stidies and the oeeppation they aspinad for. Studenis were
ety knowledgenble showt the ield of studies and the oceupations they aspired for,
Winga hMawreen Adhinmba, Apak John Cdwar and Avere Al Mildreed (2011) i their studies on " The
Adiustment, Gender and  Academic Achisvemenl amonist Secondary Schonl Students in

——cnship among Schools

o Dipstrict Kenya™ invessipated the levels of sehool adjustment and ts relationship with acpdemic pehicvement.
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Gender ditferences i schuol adjustment were also examined. A cross-sectional research desion was employed. I
population was 4500 stadents. The sample conststed of 450 secondary school students with 1 mezn e 1838, |"'
T’.Iu: J'-;:urm four Clﬂﬂ:’iﬁb mn [I]L" selected .‘GLlfILIl_I-IE woere wsedd. I:}|::;E'|]r_|]'|_|'_\-|”[;_-_q1 HES '.".'l.'” as olficial KESE lﬂ?‘ii.'l[l'lll'lllﬁ 3

wire used 10 enliect duta i the study.

[ were annlyvzed using descriptive stiistics ke the mean, Iregquency counts and percentases. The o=@
sertistics that were used were test, They fowed thit there were o significant differences between high achieverss
achievers m dedication, engagement, and scliool adpustment. The study recommends that the study cnvironment g

achigvers be further stz

Hafiz Mubummad Wagas Rufig, Tehsin Fatimu, Malik Muhammad Sohail, MMuhammad
Muhammad Al Khan (2003) studicd i explore the effect al parental involvement m the academic achivvemens:
children. The reseaich was conducted in Allama [g=al Town, Liahore citv. A tolal of 130 stedents (Bows and G .
chiss of secondary schocl studems {public and private) were tuken as respondents. Four sehools were selecta
random sampling which mnelodes ane boy and one gisl fom esch of the peblic and private schools cnl.:gnrigs:'
representition of both boy and il students i the sample frame of the present study. A silrvey guestionnaine 1.1.-15
ol for dota eollection. After the data collection, the sty bas found that prarentul velvement has a a|nn|r't-|:1nt
better neademie performance of their children. The stedy has proved that perental involvement enhoneed the

achievements of i chaldren,

Dash Suiya Narayan (1993) ;ms 1o highlight the differences, if any, that exisls within the handloom
Trugitionally, thie industry is divided on the basis of cnene and each caste has specinlization both o terms of varm-on
product. Thus, one of the objectives ol the study is m assess the ceonomics of handlaon weaving among differs

groups with a view to identifving the progess of decline,

The decling of handlovm 15 often sssocinted with ncressing competition from the mill sector, 1 is suoees

the malk sector competes witl e aodloom in the sphere of superior and fine fzbrics.

The present work aims to examine the impact of the mitl sector on the ceonmny of hanlloom. hoth by s
the strecture of demand an the aoghborhood for the hindloom sed noo-handioom deserton ol weaving enterprss
the second objective of the study 15 o pssess the effest of competition on the himdiosm Industry amd dilferences

caste groups.

.

Baishya, Prahin (1956} in his siedy on "Small and Cotiage Industries: A case study in Kamrep district e
stated that Assam ceoupies o umigue position m sericuliie Iy prodocing all the four varienes of silk, vie, Mulbers
luga, Friand Tasar. As the most labor intensive sgro-based induwstry eovering host plant pluntation and reanng 2
reehing stapes, serienlture provides jobs to o large section of the agrcoliual population on a secondary oceups
senerittes ncome o supplament the income from agricwliure.

I this study, i is foend that most of the commercnl looms weaving particularly Mulberry and Muga
concentrated since me isnnemorial in Suzlkuchs, The study highhziied some issues like a number of looms, ¢
position, capital tnvestment, problems of Sunlichi indusiry, etc.

BAS, KALYAN (2000 conducted & study fitled “Women weavers of Sualkuchi: The silk wwn of Assa
special reference 1o wormen wesvers engaged in the silk industry™ pointed oot 1lat there was 13000 silk loo 6

i i
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wecholds. Swrvey attempis to unfold the salient features of the silk weaving imdustry of Swalbuchi, I discusses the
sozarructure, input, and outpad of he industry, management of the indusiry, the social background of the weavers, il

Slem ol the wenvers, income of he weavers, e From this study, it was found that there is not much ditference 1w
< amed enrming of the male wnd women weavers in 1he town. Economic conditions of e wesver familics were found ta

= oot very bad. Altogether 20 per cent of the weaver family lived below the poverty Tine, From the study, 10 was also

= that illiteracy was grester among the women weavers and about 30 per cont were illiterzte.

Deka, Latikn {2012} in her sty on * Socin-Educstional study of the weavers of Sualkachi- The Silk o ol

“eaamn” sluihies the Sualkochi silk handloom cluster which covers 15 villages 1o find 0w the socio-economic stus,
scannnal level, working and health condition of weavers und the potentiality of Sualkuchi sitk indusiry for emplovment
—eranna ammeng the sural masses, [n her study, she bas found ot the oversll socio-coonomic stalus of wage weivers is
¢ atisfutery. Working and healih condition of the weavers are also nol sound. She also highlighted some difficylies
=g the petentialities of Sealkuchi silk industry for employment generation amoeng the rural masses. The main

Sl s in marketing i hes mthe seasomality of demand, The demand for fabric rises on the cve of Duren Puja

=il e, Seplember — Cituber and in marrage seasons from Tamary to April. Derend for products falls for about Fous

s that 15 from May o Awpust,

FTIIODOLOGY
v _d

Vi present study flls under the descriptive survey method,

FLLATION AND SAMPLE

solarin wl he Studs

Allstudents of elass X who enralled in 20016 and appezred the matriculation examingion ander SERA in the year

=7 o A bagh schaols of Sualkuchi wre the popelation lor the study,

Using pumposive sampling 115 studens ure selected as sample. Then 236 weavers e, the mother wnd father

== ol the sampled students are taken as sample using purposive siapling.
FROCEDURE OF DATA COLLECTION

For tle present, study data aml information consected with the objeetives are collected from fhe high sehonls aml

erents of e wesver children by the invessigator personally,

srstiral Pechoigues ses

Fabulation of dats, percentage, praphical presensation and 3 15 used in the siuedy.
sow and Intcrpretation of Do

Objective Mo, |2 To find out the academic performance of children of the wesvers,

Hi The academic pesformance of childeen of the wenvers is high,

Fegarding The scademic performance of children of the weavers™, the duln were collected from the sampled

—ocs Here the marks obtained by the sample children in H.5.L.C. examination conducted by SEBA were consiered as

et faneL &y




12 “rerafd il &

pcudemic performmce, [t has been assigned as high, average and low seademic performance on the hasis of pere

marks.

Talle 1: Perventage of Academic Performance of Childeen of the Weavers

Category of Academic Performance “Children of the e
Hizh 24 (20.34%,
Aviraze : LA GEE

Wl

Low 1 (15.25%) |

Tatal 11§ )
Source: Invesligator’s ficld survey

Imerpretation

Table 1 showes that cul of 118 childien of the weavers™ 24 i 20034 per cemt children have high
performance, 76 ie, 64,41 per cent ehildren have avernge academic performance and 18 5,6 15.25 per cent chil

Lo prademic performamee in H.5. 1O, exaninaiion in the sessinn 200 62017,

Frem the investigntion, it is found that the seademic performunee of children of the weavers” is miinly &
large amaunt of children Le.64.4 | per vent possesses avernge academic performance and 20,34 per cont childres
high academic performanee.

The percentage of academic performance of ¢hildren of the weavers' is illustraced through the ol
diagrim

Academic perfarmance of ehildren

Ire Evarssa [

Fipure 1
Oljestive Moo 2 To find oot the eduentional fevel of father weavers of the children,

o The cducatiosa] Level of the father wenvers 15 Lo,

T Facrer FAF T as 0 BT -
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Table 2: The Educationsl Level of the Father Weavers in terms af Peree e

| Sl No. | Fducational Level of Father Weavers | Total No. of Fathers | Percentape (%)

1 [ Miterstes 3R | 3w
2 2 Literate but not completed primary edication | £ | 5.35%

3 Completed pringry education 23 1549,

4 Completed High school education # b, TH%

3 Completed higher secondary educaton 2 L9054,

fi Cirnduition and albowve [ 9.3%
= Tol L 1%

I'rom the investipation 32,2 per cent father weavers are found Miterates and only 973 per cont fher weavers
E P y 2.3 pe

e praduntion. Henve it 3s proved that the educational level of the father weavers js Tow,

Dbjective Mo, 30 To study the relationship between the educational Ievel of father weavers and zcader:

sommance ol their children.
Fli; There exists a signiticant relitionship between father weavers and (e seademic performunce of their children.

[o Fined our il rﬁ.‘]l‘l[iﬂnﬂhip hetween e educational lavel of father wegyvers andd poeademic |'|Q|'|'4_||_-|-|-_|i|]-,[c of thir

il -
= 3 value is calculated-

; Level of Significance ksl A S e
X | Df ﬂlll?-ﬂ";'* Level | At 1% Level S.Igniﬁn-nnt-._ln':"c_[fm-:’:ugnlﬁ_v::nn!
3R.04 | [0 L[R.307 23,Hm Sigmlican:

The study weveals that there exists a sigmficant relationship between the educationnl level of fitther weavers and

2= el perftarmince of their children.
Chjretive Noos: Ta find oot the edueational leval of mother weavers of the children.
Hit The educntional Fevel of motler wanvers is Inw,

fuble 30 The Educational Level of Mother Weavers in Terms of Percentipe

'_SE. M, Edu'g_miun al Level of Mothor Weavers Totul Ne. ol Mothers Fercentape (95)

L [ierntes ki 42,30

J Literate bl not conpleted primary education 13 | E.02%

3 Completed primary education [ 16,1 7%

4 Completed High sclool educnion 20 16.95%%

3 Completed higher secondary education 13 [1.02%

& Criaduation und above I BT f
Total 114 |

The study reveals that 42,5 per cont ie. most of the mother weavers ure dlitesites und only B47 per comt e

Fiuates. 5o the educational level of the mother wenvers is low

Objective No5: To study the relationship belween the educationsl level of mothar weavers anl academic

memormaee of ther children

He: There exists o significant relationship between an educationnl level of mother wesvers and academic

semormianee ol thewr childeen,

s ik vy Slreiv it e
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For stucdying the relationship between the edeeationsl level of mather weavers and academic P IANGE §
children 3~ value is compatel-

e nf Level of Sipnilicanee
AL 5% Level | At 1% Level
ATnE | o 18.307 43,208 Signilicunt

The table reveals that a signifcmn relutionship exiats bepween the educntional level of mother weavers

Significant or Men-Significant ]

academic performance of their chililees
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

O the basis ol the analysis and interpretation of duta. the major fndings of the study have been found as

*  The study revenls thal the acpdemic performance i HS.L.C. examinalion of the children of e v
average, From the analysis of ebjective No.1. 84.41 per cent ehildren are found of average academic pes

and 2034 per cent children of the weavers possess high scadeimic performance.

#  The study reveuls thet the cducational level of fiker weavers s low, 246 per cent faiber weavers

illirerale from the study.

*  There exisls v significant relationship between the level of educntion of Father wesvers and the

performance of Hear children.

*  ShileFeng, T, (2008). The Study of the Phenomenon of Fangliso [mmigrant Residents’ Children Getti

Academic Performanee in Taiwan,

& The cducatienal level of mother weavers is low. From the analvsiz of datn 42,37 per cenl mother we

tound illiterares, Cnly 8,47 per cent mother weavers possess araduation

*  PFrom the stdy, a0 sizmficant relationship betwesn the educational Jevel of mother weavers and

performanee of their children are fownd.
SUGGESTION

Level of education of parents is a Dictor of the academic performunee of their children, Farentss ed
children’s acidemac performance has o signifieant relationship. As mes of the weavers ase wige weavers, thes
onky poat in educational level bt also live in below poverty line, So their children always deprive of e o
standarid. Schools should provide mid-day meal and free books 10 secondary school students for encouraging the
torddo beteer in academic pertormunee. Remedil and special elasses should b wrranged in schoel for tutosial i

Ueese stadents, The students should Be eounseled 1o concenirate on their academic nerformanes  HS. L0 exar
CONCLUSIONS

From the study. it 15 revealed that the academic performance of the children of the wesvers is not
aEsCER aventge aoidemic performance, 20033 per cent children possess bieh seademic per foimnenee; whereas
L = E I E 1

cent possess the low scademic performance in HS.LC. examinntion, The educational fevel of purents is post

signifcimtly related 1o their ehildren's scademic performance.

toigerd Favior (A0 L2823 NAAS
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Inuence of Academic Stress on Academic Achievement of IX standard
students of Kamreap {Rural) District of Assam
Manisha Majumdar' and Prof. Kaberi Saha?
Research Scholar, Department of Edueation, Guuhati University, Assam, [adia

Professor, Departiment of Education, Gauba: University, Assan India

vhstruet: The present study was investipaied 1o explare the difference i academic stress and
wadentie achievement ol IX standard students with respect W their gender and tvpe of school
4 o observe the relationship between academic stress and seademic achievement of the
e of assamese medinm co-cducitional hiah school af Kamrup (Ruralt District of Assam
v the Board of Secondary Edueation. Assam. To conduct the research, 130 students in five
- schonls were selected as sample using proportionste soatified random sampling method.
Cownvestigators adopted the stress invenlory for schaol studems consisted of forty dtens {Hindi
sk developed by Seerma Rani and 137 Basan Bihaddur Smigh 1o mepsure the academic siress
£ the seores obtained by the students inowonual examimnation were taken for the study,
carson & product moment of correlation was smpleved o Hed ol the relatinnship between
wademic stress and academic achievement of students. The present study vevealed that there is
siumficant difference in’ academic stross and academic rehicvement with respect (o their
caler. Stgnificant differénce is there in academic stress and acadenie achievemeni between
deand provineialised high school students. The presen: sty also explored posilive

— elation exists between acadenic stress and academic achievement of the stedents.

Sarwords: Academie stress, wender, type of schaal, academic achicvement.

article History
ocived: 200202027 Accepied: 2103202

mespocncling author: Manisha Majumndar

iroduetion:

o ws comsidered 10 be an integral part of human i now o days, Siress, o simple leoms, is the
=-ng of anxiety, frustration, tension, worry, sadness ete. Siress js expericneed by all ages of
= olewhich s normal and compion. Huj it dillers from individual 10 individual in deproe ar

= o Although stress s consudered as an essential condition lor achieving success in
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23. Problems Of English Language Teaching and
Learning in Assam : A Socio-Cultural Study of
Chenga Educational Block of Barpeta District, Assam

Md Shahidul Islam
Research Scholar, Deptt. of English (Humanities and Social aciences)
Assam down town Universil ¥, Panikhaiti, Guwahati, Assam,
D, Papari Kalita
Assistant Professar, Deptt, of English, Assarn down town University,
Panikhaiti, Guwahali, Assam,

Introduction

Ligious peoples inhabitant. It is (he State which is also known for its wildlife,
archaeological site sand tea plantations, In the wiest, Guwahati , Assam’s largest city, features silk
bazaars and the hilltop kamakhya Temple . Umananda Temple sits on Peacock Island in Assam
5 @ stale in north-eastern India known for its differercnt language, culture and rethe Brabmaputra
river. The state capital, Dispur,is a suburb of Guwahati, The ancient pilgrimage site of Hajo and
Madan Kamdev.the ruins of a temple complex lie nearby, The state is covered with natural
beauty . multi cullured and muiti lin guistic people,

Barpeta is a district of Assam is having shout 7 Blocks in its. All the schools in the
District are divided into different blocks, Among the 7 educational blocks, Chenga is a block in
the Barpeta district of Assam which is baving about 24 Cluster in it. All the government and
private schools of Chenga block are divided into different Clusters of the Schaols, T he different
Clusters under Chenga educational blockof Barpela district are-Amrikhowa CREO Cluster, Bahari
CRC Cluster, Bamparg Cluster, Barbhita RO fl!lwtcl'.__]]zlrg_ghnpﬂ CRCCluster, Bamara CRO
Cluster, Belbari CROC Cluster, Burikhamar CRC Cluster,Chata RO Cluster,Chenga CRO
Cluster, Gahia CRO Cluster, Kasumara CR Cluster, Khatiamari ClRO Cluster, Kholabanda CROC
Cluster, Mahachara CRC Cluster Mairadia CROC Cluster, Mazdia CRC Cluster, Mirala CRo
Cluster, Pathimari CRe Cluster.Pub Mahachara CRC Cluster.Sarthebad CRC Cluster and
Tarabari CRC Cluster.
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THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING AND LEARNING SCENARIO OF ASSAM:
ASTUDY BASED ON S0ME SELECTED ASSAMESE MEDIUM SECONDARY
SCHOOLS OF BARPETA DISTRICT, ASSAM

M, Shahidul Islam
Ph I3 Scholar, Deptt, OF English (Humanities and Social Sciences)
Assam down town University, Penikhaiti, Guwahati
Dir. Papari Kalita
Assistant Professor, Dept. OF English
Aszam down town University, Panikhaiti. Guwahati

SBSTRACT

Tz guality education in English language in the Assamese Medium Schools is decreasing day by day in
“sam. There is general belief among the people of Assam that most of the provineialised and non-provineialised
Cermacular Medium (Assamese Medium) schools fail to provide qualii}: ediscation; especially in the English
- ouape proficiency level is very low. The students of vernacular medium schools are scared of learning the
“-slish language. A large number of students from such schools every year pass the HSLC Examination at the
—-rew al the policy holders in the form of *grace marks® in English. 1t is believed that even the mast brilliant
< dents from the vernacular medium schoals may fail to achieve high standard or great success in English in
o higher secondary of graduate level, It is because of their inahility to develop the language skills associated
with English. Sometimes teachers elso face problem while teaching them English as from grassroots or upper
—mary level they have not aequired the desired skills of language sequisition. The present paper focuses
S:English Language Teaching and Learning Scenario of Assam: A study based on some Selected Assamese
zdium Secondary Schoolsol Barpeta District. An attemnpt is made to highlight the challenges faced bath the
=achers and the students aleng with their suggestive and probeble selutions.

%oy Words: English Language, Language acquisition, Challenges, Proficiency.

Sairoduction:

==alish is an international Language. Teaching and Learning English is a challenging job in the present warld.
Thanging socio-cultural enviranment has not enly warranted the urgent need for a relook at the redefinition of
ssiectives, priorities and approaches but has also brought in its wake newer prablems and complexities that
femand ecual attention for their redressal . The importance of English language teaching and leaming cannot
= underestimated. 1n modern neo-liberal scenario the necessity of competence in English has become
~creasingly vital, The globalization has necessitated the teaching and learning of English language in an
=ternational perspective, Moreover the text materials an the subjects of technical cdueation, science and
~=dicine are available in English. The advance of multinational companies in all sectors of economy such as
~roduction, distribution and service sectors reguire personnel with a fair degree of language competence, The
=ost of the competitive exams are also conducted in the priority of the medium of English.

The use af English in Assam has started as a historic-politics] “sccident” seems to have an ecconomic-aeademic
—slity. The need for English as & language of *opportunity’ and ‘development’ has been pointed out by several
-sucational commigsions and expert bodies. While the demand increases on one hand, the quality of English
snguage education in our state run institutions, more particularly in rurel ereas presents an abysmal picture.

The report of the National Knowledge Commission (NKC), Indiz as well as state Assarn brings out rightly,
“There is an irony in the situation, and English has been par of our education system for more than a century.

ket Historieal Research Journal, JSEN » 0U76-2132 Vol -XXX No-4¢0, April 2022 102
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PSYCHO-SOCTAL WELLBING AND
EMOTIONAL ASPECT OF ADOLESCENTS- A STUDY

Ms. Kasturi Das
Dr. Moyuri Sarma

Abstract

Paycho-social wellbeing infers psychological wellbeing and social wellbeing of an
individual and whenever an individual is gble to control his emotions or handle them in proper
way then il s called as emotional adjustment. Psychosocial wellbeing and  emotional
adjustment of &n adolescent brings a proper and positive direction to foster in life, The present
study bas been carried out o explore the level of psycho-social wellbeing and emotional
adjustment level of adalescents on the basis of gender. The study also attempts to find oot the
relationship between paycho-social wellbeing and emotional aspect. Descriptive study was
conducted among 115 adolescents (&1 bovs and 34 girls) who were sclected by using
proportionate stratified random sampling technigee. For this purpose, 7 high schools were
selected by simple random sampling technique. For the assessment of the psyvcho-social
wellbeing and emobional adjustment, Wellbeing Index developed by prof (De) Vijayalaxmi
Chouhan and Dr., Varsha Shamma (2016} and Adjustment Inventory for School Stwdents
developed by A K P. Sinha and B_P. Singh (revised 2017) has been used. Data was analyzed
by using t-test and Pearson’s Product Moment Method. The study revealed that majority of
students helomg to the avernge level ol psycho-social wellbeing and emotional adjestrment level.
There is # significant difference between adolescent boys and girls regarding the level of
paycho-social wellbeing, But there exists no difference in the level of emotional adjustment.
The studyv also revealed that there is no correlation betwesn psycho-social wellbcing and
emotional aspect of adolescents,

Key ward: Paycho -social wellbeing, adolescents, emotional aspect. emotional adjustment

INTRODUCTION:

Adolescence is the most important and crocial period of individuals® life. I is a period
beginning with the onset of puberty and ending when individugls assume adult roles and
respansibililies (Baron 2006). Profound physical, social, emotional and the like changes take
place in this peried and adolescents also undergo lot of problems during this phase. Stanly Hall
regards it "a period of great stress and strain, storm and stofe.” (Mangal 20043, Tuis a vulnerable
ime when the teenagers may develop unhealthy habits thet grow into problems in their adult
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life. Theough paycho-social wellbeing problems faced by adolescents can be descend in a better
Way.

LIPSYCHO-SOCIAL WELLRBEING

Psycholopical wellbeing and social wellbeing of an individual is known as psycho-social
wellheing, Psycho-gocial wellbeing helps an individual to make balanced adjustrment with the
environment and its components and it also provide direction o fester in lite.

1L.2ADOLESCENCE

Adplescence is called the period of teenage and this period runs in between childhood and
adulthood. Regarding the age proup of adolescence, some differences are Tound among the
different countries, Generally, this stage is considered from twelve to eighteen years. The
beginning of adolescence, in the girls is almost two years early than bows. (Sarma and
Dieka, 2020)

Jean Pianget defines adolescence,” the age of great ideals and the beginning of theories as well
as the time of simple adaptation to reality™. (Mangal 20041,

According o Jersild, A, T, “Adolescence is that span of years during which boys and girls
move from childhood o adulthood, mentallv, emetionally, socially and physically.” (Sarma
and Dreka, 20200

1.3 EMOTIONAL ASPECTS

Emetional aspects are the combination of individuals® anger, anxiety, fear etc. In this study
emplional aspects means cmotional adjustment of adolescents, Whenever an individual able to
control his emotions or handle them than it is known as emotional adjustment.

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Following are some reviews of related literature which are directly or indirectly related to the
study-

Cajes (201 1) condueted & study on *Adjustment pattesn of secondary school students in Shillong town™
and found that both male and female shadents are smotionally ungtable from different manapement of
achools which include sovernment, deficit and private schools.

Dadialla et.al (2014) conducted o sudy on “Main@ining psychosociel wellbeing among children aged
1340 16" and the sdy revealed that improved quality of life, physical health, improved intervention
etc. are some of the [aclors seem to be the components thal make up and maingain psychosocial
wellbeing in children aged 13 1o 16,

Akhter {2015} conducted a study on “Psychological well-being in stedent of gender difference” and
found that male and female students are differ in peyehelogical well-beings,

Leventhal eral (20135) concected a study on “Building MPsychosocial assels and wellbzing among girls;
A randomized controlled trial™ and the study revealed that girds receiving resilience curriculum
improved maore on secial -emotionzl assets, psycholopical wellbeing and social wellbeing, The study
also revealed that a briel school day program is necessary for improvement of psychological assels and
wellbeing for girls.
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F’Ifiﬂhit}i i Pearson’s Level of significance {003 Level)
Correlation(r)
Pyeho-social 113 -{1.53 Mot Signiticant
Wellbeing |
Emational Aspect i

Interpretation: From the table 7 i is clear that the ealewlated - value is -0.53, which is
negative and less than the critical value at 0.05 level of significance. Hence, it is not significant
snil the alternative hypothesis Le., “There exists significant relationship between psycho-social
wellheing and emational adjustment of the adolescents” has been cejected. 1L means peycho-
social wellbeing of adolescents is negatively correlated with emotional aspect.

FINDINGS:
The fndings of the study were arranged as under-

1. Majority (54.78%) of the adolescents belong to the average level of psycho-social

wellbeing.

There exists significance difference between adolescents” boys and pirls regarding the

level of psycho-social wellbeing.

1 Nymher of adolescents belonging to the level of average level of emolionad adjustment
is more than other level, Extremely high level of emotional adjusiment among the
adolescents have not heen found.

4, Adolescents (hays and girls) in the smdy area do not differ significantly regarding
emational adjustment.

5. There is negative correlation berween psycho-social wellbeing and emotional aspect of
adalescents.

SUGGESTIONS:

Afier consideration of the findings revealed from the swdy, the following supgestions can be
recommended for improving  the psycho-social wellbeing and emotional aspects of
adolescents-

I

1. The mindset of people regarding girls considering 25 a burden needs to be changed,

2 Tenchers should he more concerncd regarding the psycho-soctal wellbeing and

empotional adjustiment of adolescents end a proper congenigl school environment musl

be provided for psycho-social and emotiong! wellbeing of adolescents.

Parents should be attentive in extending emotional suppart to the adolescents during

the times of adjustment hardships,

4. Spgial organizations should arange timely or perdadic seminar, workshop and
wwarencss camps 1o hoost-up meral values and emotional endeavors 1o glonfy
adolescents” life,

CONCLUSION:

Psycho-social wellbeing and emotional adjustment are required to polish the
behavioural attitude towards the social and academic achicvement. psvcho-social wellbeing
moilds social, behavioural adjustment of adelescent in a large aspect. Adolescents need to be
nourished emotionally to cope up with the future personal aspiration aod Lo casc the hurdle of
academic as well as social life,

Lk
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